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FOR THE UPCOMING CATECHISM J U B I L E E  * 

by 

The Reverend Markus Fredrik Wiese 

One of t h e  g r e a t e s t  and most important days t o  
remember i n  our Lutheran Church i s  October 3 1 s t e  
menever  t h a t  day r o l l s  around, i t  should remind 
especially us  Lutherans t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  i t  was on 
that aay i n  1517 t h a t  the  poor,  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  monk, 
D r ,  Martin Luther ,  n a i l e d  h i s  Ninety Five Theses 
aga ins t  t h e  papal  sale o f  indulgences t o  t h e  door 
s f  the Castle Church i n  Mittenberg and o f fe red  t o  
debate them wi th  whoever wished t o  do so ,  This  was 
a c t u a l l y  nothing new, nor  was t h i s  a c t i o n  of Luther 
anything b i g  i n  i t s e l f ,  bu t  i t  was an event  which 
had far-reaching consequences, 

God had decided tha t  H e  would v i s i t  H i s  poor 
people w i t h  g rea t  grace  and mercy, For a  long time 
prophet ic  voices  had f o r e c a s t  i t ,  When John Hus 
was burned a l i v e  by t h e  p a p i s t s  f o r  t h e  sake  of t h e  
Gospel PO0 yea r s  e a r l i e r ,  sr i n  1415 ,  he  s a i d :  
"Today you r o a s t  a  goose ( shus '  means 'goose' i n  t h e  
Bohemian language),  bu t  i n  a  hundred yea r s  t h e r e  
w i l l  come a swan (Lurber) whom you w i l l  no& be a b l e  
t o  roast."' Likewise, when h i s  f r i e n d ,  Jerome of 
Prague, was burned a l i v e  a  year  l a t e r ,  he s a i d  t o  
t h e  p a p i s t s :  "Go ahead: but  a f t e r  my dea th  you w i l l  
s u f f e r  a wound i n  your h e a r t  and a  gnawing worm i n  
your conscience; I a l s o  summon you be fo re  t h e  judg- 
ment s e a t  of J e sus  C h r i s t  t h e  r igh teous ,  where you 
s h a l l  be  answerable t o  me f o r  one hundred years ."  

*In 1879, t r a n s l a t e d  by The Rev. J. H. Larson, 1979. 
See b r i e f  biography of Pas to r  Wiese a t  t h e  end of 
t h i s  a r t i c l e .  
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When t h a t  g r e a t  wi tness  t o  t h e  t r u t h ,  Girolamo 
Savonarola, was burned i n  t h e  year  1498, he t e s t i f i e d  
bo l d l y  : "Soon t h e  Roman Pope' s prayer-abominat i ons  
and i d o l a t r y  s h a l l  be punished, and such a teacher  
s h a l l  a r i s e ,  whom no one can withstand."  When t h e  
newly e s t ab l i shed  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  Wittenberg was 
dedica ted  i n  1502, D r .  Johan Fleck  spoke t h e  follow- 
i n g  noteworthy words i n  h i s  ded ica t ion  address :  
" A l l  t h e  world s h a l l  come t o  accept  wisdom from t h i s  
whi te  h i l l "  ( t h a t  is ,  Wit tenberg) ,  And when i n  1517 
he took Lu the r ' s  Ninety-Five Theses i n  h i s  hand 
(Luther had a l r eady  worked wi th  g rea t  b l e s s ing  a t  
Wittenberg Univers i ty  s i n c e  1508) and had read some 
of them, he leaped f o r  joy and exclaimed: "HO, ho, he 
w i l l  do i t ;  now, now, he  is  come who w i l l  s tand  up t o  
you monks and mass-priests  and reform you a s  you de- 
se rve ;  oh, t h a t  w e  had such a monk, so  t h a t  we could 
r i g h t l y  s i n g  t h e  pope's p r a i s e .  We have waited long 
f o r  t h e  de l ive rance  of I s r a e l ,  '" 

Luther ' s  Thesewere  d i s t r i b u t e d  everywhere wi th  
remarkable has t e .  "Before fou r t een  days were p a s t , "  
w r i t e s  Myconius, " the  Theses had spread throughout 
Germany, and wi th in  fou r  weeks they were known a l l  
over  Christendom, a s  though t h e  angels  had been mes- 
sengers  and borne them f o r t h  t o  t h e  eyes of a l l  men." 
They c rea t ed  an  i n c r e d i b l e  sensa t ion  and gave r i s e  
t o  vary ing  r eac t ions .  Sylves ter  P r i e r i a s  t r i e d  t o  
induce t h e  Pope t o  d e a l  w i t h  Luther a s  a  h e r e t i c ;  
but  t h e  Pope a t  t h e  t i m e ,  Leo X, answered: "I con- 
s i d e r  Brother Martin t o  have a  remarkable head on 
is shoulders  and d e c l a r e  t h a t  he  i s  only a  quar re l -  

n k S s ' A l b e r t  Kranz exclaimed when he had read 
es:  ear bro the r ,  crawl i n t o  your c e l l  and 

i n g  'God be merc i fu l  t o  me:"' And an  aged 
d: "My dear  b r o t h e r  Martin,  i f  you can 

exp la in  away purgatory and t h e  Pope's 
n you a r e  t r u l y  a g r e a t  Lord." F i n a l l y ,  
x i m i l l i a n  dec lared:  "Truly, Luther ' s  Theses 
g t o  scorn;  he  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  mass-priests  

- 2 -  

a good run f o r  t h e i r  money." And he was r i g h t ,  
Because however i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i s  a c t i o n  of Luther 
was i n  i t s e l f ,  i t  became one of t h e  most momentous 
events  t h a t  has happened anywhere, because i t  became, 
without  Luther a t  t h e  time having had t h e  s l i g h t e s t  
i n t e n t i o n  of it, t h e  beginning of t h e  blessed Refor- 
mation of t h e  church, which Luther ,  i n  t h e  fol lowing 
years s f  h i s  l i f e ,  according t o  the  Lord 's  swill and 
wi th  t h e  L o r d ' s  guidance and s t rengthening ,  both  
proceeded wi th  and completed so  we l l  i n  t h e  f a c e  of 
the  d e v i l ,  t h e  pope,  bishops,  monks, emperors, t h e  
warPd, and ss f o r t h ,  all of whom consp i red  agains t  
h i m ,  

8 8- LEE it then be considered a great mirac le ,"  s ays  

Johan Za tS~es%us  (died l568) ,  "a d iv ine ,  unheard sf 
a c t ,  tkck a lone man has p i t t e d  himself agains t  
Christendom's supposed head (the pope), under whose 
fee t  a i l  potentates, bishops, schools  and teachers 
l a y ,  and wlzose "bans a l l  feared, so that they were 
t e r r i f i ed  by a s i n g l e  monk when he came runnriing w i t h  
a le t ter  from Rome, It i s  s u r e l y  t r u e  t h a t  formerly 
a l l  kings and princes were ob l iged  t o  s toop,  bow, and 
humble themselves b e f o r e  a little papa l  l e t te r ,  But 
then God awakened our  Doctor (~uther), who attacked 
the mighty Gol ia th  ( the  Anti-Christ  and his kingdom), 
s o l e l y  w i t h  h i s  pen and sling (mouth, w i t h  the Word), 
and so t e r r i f i ed  him that he (the pope) s t i r r e d  up 
the  tdhole world ,  as far as the name o f  Christ is 
named, against  t h i s  one Doctor;  he a l s o  d id  wha$ he 
could himself: he banned, condemnzd, burned h i s  
books and piceures and consigned ts his god ts to r -  
t u r e  everyone who accepted t h i s  m n ' s  doctrine and 
gave i t  s h e l t e r ,  But Luther allowed whoever wanted 
t o  t o  rage, ban, and csndem,  and wrote f r e e l y  
a g a i n s t  the  Pope: people w i l l  fo l low t o  t h e  grave, 
c lapping t h e i r  hands, whoever d i e s  from t h r e a t s ,  
However, he never s l a y s  him; t h e  g r e a t  dragon, o r  
bold whore of Babylon ( t h e  Anti-Chris t) ,  who a s  t h e  
t r u e  C i rce  charmed a l l  t h e  world, could not  w i th  h i s  



When t h a t  g r e a t  wi tness  t o  t h e  t r u t h ,  Girolamo 
Savonarola, was burned i n  t h e  year  1498, he t e s t i f i e d  
bo l d l y  : "Soon t h e  Roman Pope' s prayer-abominat i ons  
and i d o l a t r y  s h a l l  be punished, and such a teacher  
s h a l l  a r i s e ,  whom no one can withstand."  When t h e  
newly e s t ab l i shed  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  Wittenberg was 
dedica ted  i n  1502, D r .  Johan Fleck  spoke t h e  follow- 
i n g  noteworthy words i n  h i s  ded ica t ion  address :  
" A l l  t h e  world s h a l l  come t o  accept  wisdom from t h i s  
whi te  h i l l "  ( t h a t  is ,  Wit tenberg) ,  And when i n  1517 
he took Lu the r ' s  Ninety-Five Theses i n  h i s  hand 
(Luther had a l r eady  worked wi th  g rea t  b l e s s ing  a t  
Wittenberg Univers i ty  s i n c e  1508) and had read some 
of them, he leaped f o r  joy and exclaimed: "HO, ho, he 
w i l l  do i t ;  now, now, he  is  come who w i l l  s tand  up t o  
you monks and mass-priests  and reform you a s  you de- 
se rve ;  oh, t h a t  w e  had such a monk, so  t h a t  we could 
r i g h t l y  s i n g  t h e  pope's p r a i s e .  We have waited long 
f o r  t h e  de l ive rance  of I s r a e l ,  '" 

Luther ' s  Thesewere  d i s t r i b u t e d  everywhere wi th  
remarkable has t e .  "Before fou r t een  days were p a s t , "  
w r i t e s  Myconius, " the  Theses had spread throughout 
Germany, and wi th in  fou r  weeks they were known a l l  
over  Christendom, a s  though t h e  angels  had been mes- 
sengers  and borne them f o r t h  t o  t h e  eyes of a l l  men." 
They c rea t ed  an  i n c r e d i b l e  sensa t ion  and gave r i s e  
t o  vary ing  r eac t ions .  Sylves ter  P r i e r i a s  t r i e d  t o  
induce t h e  Pope t o  d e a l  w i t h  Luther a s  a  h e r e t i c ;  
but  t h e  Pope a t  t h e  t i m e ,  Leo X, answered: "I con- 
s i d e r  Brother Martin t o  have a  remarkable head on 
is shoulders  and d e c l a r e  t h a t  he  i s  only a  quar re l -  

n k S s ' A l b e r t  Kranz exclaimed when he had read 
es:  ear bro the r ,  crawl i n t o  your c e l l  and 

i n g  'God be merc i fu l  t o  me:"' And an  aged 
d: "My dear  b r o t h e r  Martin,  i f  you can 

exp la in  away purgatory and t h e  Pope's 
n you a r e  t r u l y  a g r e a t  Lord." F i n a l l y ,  
x i m i l l i a n  dec lared:  "Truly, Luther ' s  Theses 
g t o  scorn;  he  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  mass-priests  

- 2 -  

a good run f o r  t h e i r  money." And he was r i g h t ,  
Because however i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i s  a c t i o n  of Luther 
was i n  i t s e l f ,  i t  became one of t h e  most momentous 
events  t h a t  has happened anywhere, because i t  became, 
without  Luther a t  t h e  time having had t h e  s l i g h t e s t  
i n t e n t i o n  of it, t h e  beginning of t h e  blessed Refor- 
mation of t h e  church, which Luther ,  i n  t h e  fol lowing 
years s f  h i s  l i f e ,  according t o  the  Lord 's  swill and 
wi th  t h e  L o r d ' s  guidance and s t rengthening ,  both  
proceeded wi th  and completed so  we l l  i n  t h e  f a c e  of 
the  d e v i l ,  t h e  pope,  bishops,  monks, emperors, t h e  
warPd, and ss f o r t h ,  all of whom consp i red  agains t  
h i m ,  

8 8- LEE it then be considered a great mirac le ,"  s ays  

Johan Za tS~es%us  (died l568) ,  "a d iv ine ,  unheard sf 
a c t ,  tkck a lone man has p i t t e d  himself agains t  
Christendom's supposed head (the pope), under whose 
fee t  a i l  potentates, bishops, schools  and teachers 
l a y ,  and wlzose "bans a l l  feared, so that they were 
t e r r i f i ed  by a s i n g l e  monk when he came runnriing w i t h  
a le t ter  from Rome, It i s  s u r e l y  t r u e  t h a t  formerly 
a l l  kings and princes were ob l iged  t o  s toop,  bow, and 
humble themselves b e f o r e  a little papa l  l e t te r ,  But 
then God awakened our  Doctor (~uther), who attacked 
the mighty Gol ia th  ( the  Anti-Christ  and his kingdom), 
s o l e l y  w i t h  h i s  pen and sling (mouth, w i t h  the Word), 
and so t e r r i f i ed  him that he (the pope) s t i r r e d  up 
the  tdhole world ,  as far as the name o f  Christ is 
named, against  t h i s  one Doctor;  he a l s o  d id  wha$ he 
could himself: he banned, condemnzd, burned h i s  
books and piceures and consigned ts his god ts to r -  
t u r e  everyone who accepted t h i s  m n ' s  doctrine and 
gave i t  s h e l t e r ,  But Luther allowed whoever wanted 
t o  t o  rage, ban, and csndem,  and wrote f r e e l y  
a g a i n s t  the  Pope: people w i l l  fo l low t o  t h e  grave, 
c lapping t h e i r  hands, whoever d i e s  from t h r e a t s ,  
However, he never s l a y s  him; t h e  g r e a t  dragon, o r  
bold whore of Babylon ( t h e  Anti-Chris t) ,  who a s  t h e  
t r u e  C i rce  charmed a l l  t h e  world, could not  w i th  h i s  



h e l l i s h  cup r ev ive  h i m ;  and those who f o r n i c a t e d  
w i t h  her and k issed  her f e e t ,  together  wi th  her  
helpers and helpers-helpers, always ru ined  one 
af ter  the o the r  with terror, Now cons ider ,  dear  
friends, t ha t  t h i s  i s  a great and unheard of miracle 
t ha t  a l i t t l e  David a t t a c k s  such a g r e a t  Go l i a th ,  
f i g h t s  and comes ou t  of i t  again unvanquished. Thus, 
therefore, Dr. Martin 's  d o c t r i n e  i s  t e s t e d  rand con- 
f i r m e d  by a miracle. "I 

The p i o u s  P h i l i p  Jacob Spener (d ied  $705) says  
i n  9n.e place about Luther's Reformation ac t iv i ty  
(and no one will maintain t h a t  he here makes himself 
g u i l t y  of an overstate~ifea~t) : "Cod has, i n  these l a s t  
t i m e s ,  through H i s  chosen ins t ruxaent ,  Martin Luther ,  
shown the  church o f  t h e  western world such a match- 
less b le s s ing ,  f o r  which neither 1 nor anyone else 
will be able t o  praise H i m  as We deserves."2 And 
thus, we also, now, i n  our 0wn f a r  away church o f  
the so-called "western wor ld , "  still today, God b e  
p r a i s ed !  benef i t  so  r i ch ly  from t h i s  "'naatchless 
b3_essing," whPch every Lutheran must recognize ,  so 
that it is nothing less than our du ty  t o  thank, honor, 
and preise God, d i l i g e n t l y  and j o y f u l l y  remember this 
blessing with f e s t p ~ a l  services in our congregations 
evzr.,~%here, Because, consider:  as reasonable as it 
was ehat  the children of Israel i n  the  o l d  covenant 
kept  t h ~ i r  feast  of the  Passover annual ly ,  with 
heartfelt joy and thanks to God, i n  remembrance sf 
God, who through Mfs servant, Moses, once l e d  them 
i:ut, o f  t h e i r  burdensome temporal bondage i n  Egypt, s o  

reasanable thag In  a similar way we reanem-- 
5eu aan-ezally with hear t fe l t  joy and thanks to God 
t ha t  Chrough H i s  servant, D r ,  Martin Luther ,  our 
merciful God once again l e d  our fathers,  and us  wit%. 
them, out  sf t h e  burdensome s p i r i t u a l  bondage s f  the  
papacy; and besides,  t h i s  should be done f a i t h f u l l y ,  
so t ha t ,  t o  use the words of Magistev Jshannes 
Aurifaber (died %%75), we 13never f o r g e t  t ha t  we are 
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f r e e d  from t he  Anti-Christ's, t h e  Roman Pope's, 
dominion, and from h i s  human, yes ,  d e v i l i s h ,  sen- 
tences and crsmandments, which " % s l y  were a11 
Egypt ian ,  yes, Babylonian c a p t i v i t y ,  i n  which aulz 
forefathers and elders were plagued mare than t h e  
children of I s rae l  in ~ ~ ~ ~ t . " ~  In remembrance of 
c h i s  undeserved freedom our  Lutheran Church t hus  
ho lds  such a memorial f e s t i va l  i n  i t s  annual Refor- 
mation festival, And s u r e l y  i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  fitting 
that t h i s  festival be held on October 31st; because 
on that day in 1517 the Reformation began through 
gbich our merciful God, through Bis faithful ser- 
vant, Martin Luther, so ncbly took t o  BimsePz His 
P G G ~ ,  ~ f f l i c t e d  church, "reed it from the t J~rann%- 
c a l  c a p ~ i v i t : ~  and oppress ion  of the Pin t i -Chr i s t ,  and 
sent i~ t b s  saving l i g h t  and f r eedcm of t h e  Gospel, 

In this c u r r e n t  year a rare oppsrtunity i s  a l s o  
bound up with  he next R-eformatism festival, which 
ought to fill every Lutheran's heart w i t h  thankful 
j o y 9  the young as w e l l  s nc'iie oi.d, This year (4839) 
is a Catechism Jubilee l iza-r, This  year, i t  i s  exactly 
seven times fifty years s i n c e  Dr. Martin Luther wrote 
bo th  hiis Catechisms, the L a - g e  arid the Small, in 1529, 

Rut -- many a person who rea2s t!;i.s perhaps asks 
o r  thinks -- i s  t h i s  anything iaportant? Is it 
something ts celebrate, even hol?  a Jubilee festival 
cver? Yes, certainly, i~ is, and  it p r ~ t a i n s  tc 
evsry th ing  t o  which the  Small @atech4~rn,  ;JhicI> Gcd 
has allowed Luther to give t o  the  c5::r-LL. ;?.--cains- 
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ssmethPng s f  t h e  greatest impartancr s~r !  sf zhe 
greatest  significance t o  individual 7,vtkcrer: Chris-  
tians, Think a little further about t h i s  aad an- 
swer if you can: where, really, i s  there a human 
voice which can explain the Iqs r t ance  these twc 
l i t t l e  books have had, not only f o r  t h e  Reformation, 
but also for all the years since, and -- f o r  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  meders o f  our churches from t h a t  time 
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reasanable thag In  a similar way we reanem-- 
5eu aan-ezally with hear t fe l t  joy and thanks to God 
t ha t  Chrough H i s  servant, D r ,  Martin Luther ,  our 
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f r e e d  from t he  Anti-Christ's, t h e  Roman Pope's, 
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Egypt ian ,  yes, Babylonian c a p t i v i t y ,  i n  which aulz 
forefathers and elders were plagued mare than t h e  
children of I s rae l  in ~ ~ ~ ~ t . " ~  In remembrance of 
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that t h i s  festival be held on October 31st; because 
on that day in 1517 the Reformation began through 
gbich our merciful God, through Bis faithful ser- 
vant, Martin Luther, so ncbly took t o  BimsePz His 
P G G ~ ,  ~ f f l i c t e d  church, "reed it from the t J~rann%- 
c a l  c a p ~ i v i t : ~  and oppress ion  of the Pin t i -Chr i s t ,  and 
sent i~ t b s  saving l i g h t  and f r eedcm of t h e  Gospel, 
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cver? Yes, certainly, i~ is, and  it p r ~ t a i n s  tc 
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ssmethPng s f  t h e  greatest impartancr s~r !  sf zhe 
greatest  significance t o  individual 7,vtkcrer: Chris-  
tians, Think a little further about t h i s  aad an- 
swer if you can: where, really, i s  there a human 
voice which can explain the Iqs r t ance  these twc 
l i t t l e  books have had, not only f o r  t h e  Reformation, 
but also for all the years since, and -- f o r  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  meders o f  our churches from t h a t  time 



up u n t i l  the  p resen t?  As we s a i d ,  t h i s  goes f o r  the  
S m a l l  Catechism especia l ly ,  and it i s  t h i s  which we 
have i n  mind in the  follawfng, 
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the 1Iol.y Bible Luther's Catechism i s  the  most precs- 
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1-$ism i s  ai2 unsurpassed niasterepiece. st is, as 
uther says i n  h i s  Large Catechism (and our 
h has made h i s  word our own), "a br ief  suralnry 
xplanat ion  o f  the  e n t i r e  Holy Scr ip tures" ;  and 
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t h a t  t h e  Catechism i s  "a l a p a d s  Bible,  i n  which 
everything Hs b r i e f l y  assembled, which a r e  more 
extens ive ly  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s ,  and 
which a  Chr i s t i an  needs t o  know f o r  h i s  sa lva t ion . ' '  
Joh,  Aurifaber ,  whom I mentioned before ,  m o t e  i n  
1566: "In t h e  Catechism a l l  t h e  ch ief  p a r t s  and 
a r t i c l e s  of C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  a r e  so  p l a i n l y  and 
c l e a r l y  assembled, expounded and explained,  a s  has 
not  been done i n  1500 yea r s ,  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
Lord Chr i s t  and t h e   apostle^."^ And Joh. Wigand 
says: ''In t h i s  l i t t l e  book of Luther one f i n d s  
everything which a  s u m a r y  in t roduc t ion  f o r  the 
unlearned can reasonably have, and t h a t  which can 
recornend and adorn i t ,  namely, a s a n c t i f i e d  and 
excellent waster, g r e a t  and d i v i n e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
pure trufi3., p l a i n  words,  good and r i c h  words, 
though i t  i s  s h o r t ,  y e t  i t  i s  complete, toge ther  
w i t h  being s o r e l y  needed and necessary,  j u s t  a s  
a l s o  a l l  r i gh teous  C h r i s t i a n s  have hamonious 
testimony f o r  i t eFg7  

Besides,  t h i s  l i t t l e  book has been and w i l l  csn- 
t i n u e  t o  be of such innumerable and inexpres s ib l e  
b l e s s ings  f o r  c ~ u n t l e s s  sou l s ,  both c h i l d r e n  and 
a d u l t s ,  as f i n a l l y  s n l y  e t e rn i t y  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  
reveal and make clear t t o  u s ,  "It is  o b v i s ~ s , ~ ' s a y s  
>oh, Wigand, 9 ' that  whoever knows this Catechism 
has become a C h r i s t i a n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  a  great mira- 
c l e  has occurred, Because no t  s n l y  gram-ups, bu t  
also children, have received from t h i s  book such a 
knowledge of God, sf  s i n ,  of grace and t h e  forgive-  
nes s  o f  s in s ,  of prayer  and t h e  service of God, of 
Baptism, of abso lu t ion ,  s f  the Holy Supper, of com- 
f o r t  i n  t r i a l  and death, of t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  and 
e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  of which befo re  t h i s  t ime many learned 
Masters of the  arts, learned  doc to r s  and bishops i n  
the  papacy have not  had t he  s l i g h t e s t  howledge ,  
And what mare p leas ing  th ing  can t h e r e  be  on earth, 
than when i n  toms and i n  the country, i n  the homes 
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of poor and r i c h ,  one s e e s  c h i l d r e n  s t and ing  wi th  
fo lded  hands a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  o r  even i n  church i n  
f r o n t  of t h e  whole congregation, and wi th  t h e i r  
ch i ld - l ike  vo ices  speaking t o  one another  no t  only 
t h e  Ten Commandments, t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Creed, C h r i s t ' s  
Prayer ,  about Baptism and t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of Chr i s t  
our  Savior ' s  Testament, bu t  a l s o  t h e  c o r r e c t  and 
t r u e  meaning of t hese  th ings?  I have known many 
o l d  people who have p ra i sed  t h i s  b l e s s ing  of God 
very  h igh ly  because they have learned  t h e  e n t i r e  
Catechism from t h e i r  ch i ld ren ,  which they  had not  
formerly known. "8 And we make no mistake when we 
b e l i e v e  and confess  t h a t  no man's book thus  f a r  
has  done s o  much good i n  t h e  world and f o r  t h e  king- 
dom of God, a s  t h e  Catechism has done and is s t i l l  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  do under God's b l e s s ing .  You see ,  
i t  i s  such a book which God has  given H i s  church 
through H i s  chosen instrument  i n  Lu the r ' s  Small 
Catechism. Should w e  not  then be anxious t o  r e -  
j o i c e  over it and t o  thank God f o r  i t ?  

Concerning t h e  importance of t h e  Catechism, 
Joh. Aurifaber ,  f o r  example, has shown t h a t  t h e  
deep decay of t h e  church under t h e  papacy neces- 
s a r i l y  stems from t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  Catechism 
( t h a t  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  church a t  any t ime) ,  and t h a t  Luther ' s  Refor- 
mation of t h e  church r e a l l y  cons is ted  i n  t h i s ,  
t h a t  he  aga in  r e s t o  ed t h e  Catechism t o  i t s  proper 
r e spec t  and esteem.' So it  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i f  we 
and o t h e r s  want t o  b u i l d  up t h e  church among us ,  
w e  should s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  we a r e  s o l i d l y  grounded 
i n  t h e  Catechism and use  i t  f a i t h f u l l y .  And i f  
t h e r e  is any po in t  i n  which we, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  our  
t ime and circumstances, have s o  much t o  l e a r n  from 
our dear  church-father and gene ra l ly  from our o ld  
f a t h e r s  i n  t h e  f a i t h  who followed i n  h i s  f o o t s t e p s ,  
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i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t h i s :  t h e  proper use and appl ica-  
t i o n  of t h e  Catechism i n  church, school ,  and home, 
And i f  we a r e  going t o  t a l k  about what i s  lacking  
the re ,  w e  must, above a l l ,  begin here.  

Now l e t  u s  hear  some s h o r t  excerp ts  from D r ,  
L u t h e r  about t h e  Catechism ( i t  w i l l  s u r e l y  be easy 
t o  mul t ip ly  such tes t imonies  many times over ,  but  
we w i l l  j u s t  in t roduce  a few h e r e ) ,  He says:  
"It i s  an  e s p e c i a l l y  g r e a t  g i f t  of God and H i s  
g race  t h a t  t h e  Catechism i s  now again  taught  pure ly  
in t h e  church, namely t h e  Ten Comandments, the  
Creed, and t h e  Loud's Prayer .  Because i n  them every- 
one has t h e  whole of theology and can learn t o  know 
which is the c o r r e c t ,  best ,  h ighes t ,  and t r u e  s e r v i c e  
of God, what ~ o d ' s  w i l l  and comand a r e ,  what He 
demands of us ,  l i kewise ,  how everyone should conduct 
t h e  a f fa i rs  s f  t h e i r  own e s t a t e  i n  l i f e  and t h e i r  
whole life toward t h e i r  neighbor and s o  l i v e  a s  t o  
please Gad, And concerning Lutheran d o c t r i n e  (which 
the  d e v i l  so b i t t e r l y  apposes) ,  nothing e l s e  has  
bene f i t ed  &be people more than t h a t  they have aga in  

ted  with %he Catechism and t h e  Ten 
Comandments, which under t h e  papacy were considered 
less important than pi lgr images,  monkish doc t r ine ,  
hearing of masses, etc,,  thus it- has  b u i l t  up more 
i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church than t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  P a r i s  
and all u n i v e r s i t i e s  as long as they have e x i s t e d ,  $810 
 he Decalogue, o r  the Ten Comandments, is a teach- 
Ing above a l l  teaching, The Creed, o r  the agostolic 
- - ~ b o L ,  2s a ~ ~ i r t u e  above aX% vir tues  The Lord's 
Prayer  i s  a better prayer than all prayers and Lit- 
anies, yes,  a d e l i g h t  above a11 d e l i g h t s ,  Because 
j u s t  as the Ten Comandments, i n  t h e  f r e e s t  and 
r ichest  way) instruct and adv i se  us about everything 
b~hich w e  should do, so f a i t h  aeeomplishes and com- 
p l e t e s  what is  most necessary of a l l ,  and t h e  Lord 's  
Prayer  grays f o r  and a t t a i n s  t o  th ings  which a r e  
most C h r i s t i a n  and most wise, m e r e f o r e ,  i f  these 
t h r e e  th ings  e n t e r  f u l l y  i n t o  a person ' s  thoughts ,  
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words, and deeds, t h e i r  mind o r  understanding, 
tongue and body a r e  molded t o  t h e  h ighes t  degree 
of pe r fec t ion .  "I1 "If  a C h r i s t i a n  were d i l i g e n t ,  
he  could, even i f  he  had nothing more than t h e  
Catechism: t h e  Ten Comandments, t h e  Creed, t h e  
~ o r d ' s  Prayer ,  and t h e  Lord's word concerning Bap- 
t i s m  and t h e  Sac rmen t  of t h e  A l t a r ,  defend himself 
w e l l  and p r o t e c t  himself a g a i n s t  a l l  h e r e s i e s ,  
A b e t t e r  word, o r  b e t t e r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i l l  n o t  
appear than t h a t  which i s  summarized i n  t h e  Cate- 
chism from t h e  Moly S c r i p t u r e s ,  Therefore,  i f  a 
person remains wi th  i t ,  then whenever a h e r e t i c  
o r  an e n t h u s i a s t  s t e p s  up and teaches  something 
ei-se,  he can say: It i s  not  c o r r e c t  d o c t r i n e  be- 
csuse i t  does no t  ag ree  w i t h  my ~ a t e c h i s m . " ~ ~  An 
irmportant testimony as t o  haw e f f e c t i v e l y  t h e  
Small Catechism aided t he  Reformation's success  
i s  found i n  a L e t t e r  of Luther ta t h e  Margrave sf 
Brandenburg i n  1531, i n  which he encourages him 
t o  make preparaeions for  a f a i t h f u l  use of t he  
Caeechism and says  about i t :  "'This very Catechism 
w i l l  a ~ c o m p f i ~ h  much gssd, juse a s  i t  a l r eady  has 
and continues t o  aecornplish a l l  t h a t  is good which 
i s  now i n  our people;  and there is rea l ly  no more 
effsctive and better means f o r  preserv ing  people 
In  neditation and w i t h  the church than t he  Cate- 
chism, as w e  experience d a i l y ,  at13 

P t ~ h e r e f o r ~ "  1,rather says, " i t  would be good f a r  
@very Christian ts be thoroughly acquainted with 
the  Catechism, i n  h i c h  the chief art icles s f  Chris- 
t i a n  doctrine are assembled in the  briefest form; 
;k:ztel: i t  he will best  be able t o  comfort himself 
~hsougbsut h i s  ent ire  l i f e ,  i n  every fear and dis- 
t r e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h i s  l a s t  hour, and thus be 
saved.'@ "Ohg why should 1 US% many W O F ~ S ;  i f  a 
person w i l l  ponder t h e  necessary t h i n g s ,  he w i l l  
be  a b l e  t o  preach no b e t t e r  than  about Baptism, 
t h e  Lord's Supper, t h e  Creed, t h e  ~ o r d ' s  Prayer ,  
t h e  Ten Comandments, about t h e  e s t a t e s  which God 

has  i n s t i t u t e d  and commanded; because, i s  i t  not  a 
g r e a t  comfort when everyone, housewife, s e rvan t  
g i r l ,  mag i s t r a t e s ,  e t c . ,  knows how they s h ~ u l d  con- 
duct  themselves i n  t h e  e s t a t e s  i n  which God has 
placed them?" "The Catechism is t h e  most p e r f e c t  
and t h e  b e s t  doc t r ine ;  t h e r e f o r e  i t  should be 
preached aga in  and again  and by no means s e t  a s i d e ;  
j u s t  a s  a l s o  a l l  common preachers  should go t o  t h e  
Catechism and teach  i t .  I would a sk  t h a t  i t  be 
preached d a i l y  and simply read from t h e  book. But 
our preachers  and h e a r e r s  t h ink  t h a t  they have i t  
on t h e i r  f i n g e r t i p s  and a l r eady  know i t ;  they a r e  
ashamed of t h i s  simple and common teaching ,  a s  they 
cons ider  i t  t o  be. Ins tead  they want t o  make an 
impression and speak of l o f t y  th ings .  Noblemen 
and peasanes say: Oh, our pas to r  cons tan t ly  s i n g s  
t h e  same tune;  he preaches only t h e  Catechism: t h e  
Ten Commandments, t h e  Creed, and ~ o r d ' s  Prayer ,  along 
wi th  Baptism and t h e  Lord 's  Supper; we've a l r eady  
learned a l l  t h a t  before.  Because of t h i s ,  preachers  
have t o  t a l k  about 'higher '  t h i n g s  and comply wi th  
t h e  wishes of t h e i r  hea re r s ;  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  t h e  
fundamental and b a s i c  th ings  on which they should 
b u i l d  and preaching ins t ead  something new, s o  t h a t  
t h e  people may marvel.' ' "moever  i s  no t  s a t i s f i e d  
wi th  having t h e  Catechism preached, w i l l  have t h e  
d e v i l  f o r  a preacher ."  "I want t h e  Catechism 
preached t o  t h e  people;  they w i l l  b e n e f i t  by i t ;  
and I w i l l  concern myself wi th  i t  i n  a l l  my sermons; 
because i t  is  t h e  h ighes t  and b e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
And I teach  i t  a s  simply a s  I can, so  t h a t  t h e  com- 
mon man, ch i ld ren  and se rvan t s ,  may understand i t  ." 
"I would be ready t o  make whoever would fo l low my 
example a preacher;  because I would a s k  h3.m t o  t ake  
t h e  Small Catechism i n  h i s  hands and read i t  from 
t h e  p u l p i t  word f o r  word together  wi th  reading  a 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  p o s t i l  on Sundays and then r e p e a t  
what he  has  read .  But people a r e  ashamed of t h i s ;  
whi le  I, however, who am now an o l d  doc to r ,  s t i l l  
t ake  t h e  book wi th  m e  i n t o  t h e  p u l p i t  and read from 
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it there." "Oh, the usual public sermons in church 
build up the youth but little; the children do not 
learn or keep much from them. What should be done 
is t h i s ,  in the schools and especially at home people 
should instruct them from the Catechism faithfully, 
correctly, and systematically, together with listen- 
ing to them and examining them in what they have 
learned;  this would help a greal deal. True,  it i s  

tedious and laborious work, but it is sorely needed."14 

And old Superintendent Kristofer Fischer, who 
served God in the ministry for 56 years before he 
died in 1600, says :  "Yes, many a poor, simple and 
unlearned layman could th ink ,  I arn no expert in the 
Bible, neither can I read or wr ice ,  and now everyone 
i s  appea l ing  to the Word o f  Cod, c,ueryone i s  quoting 
ft f o r  h i s  own adva~tage~ how can 2 i~nderstand and 
deternine who i s  r i g h t  OP wri.SrBg, xhho is quoting the 
bJord of God in a Christfaa sr unchr is t ian  way; the 
learned certainly have theer ha l~ds  full w i t h  defend-= 
i n g  themselves against the false prophets and their 
foolishness;  how much more difficult isn't it then 
f o r  me t o  arm and defend rnyself against the* soul-  
murdering doctr ine ,  when it i s  so difficult f o r  you? 
For such spiritually impoverished s o d s  who are 
hungry Tor grace, the living God has, of H i s  utter- 
mose mercy, allowed a summary of the entire Iioly 
Scriptures to be made, whose marrow and kernel, sap 
and strength, Zhe true, most experienced master has 
set f o r t h  i n  the  prec ious  Catechism, i n  which, with 
clear ,  plain, and easily understood words,  b r i e f l y  
a:nd systematically, he has written everything which 
2ve-t-y Christian needs to know and believe in order 
t o  be saved. Now every Christian should and can 
accept the doctrine which agrees with the Catechism 
and does not need to fear there is any soul-psisaw 
in it; and it should not trouble him if he can or 
cannot answer all their sophistry, such appare9tly 
reasonable questions and objections, which the 

One f o o l  can ask more quest ions than ten wise men 
can answer, ... The precious Catechism i s  the 
accurate scale, standard, measuring stick, and 
level ,  ye s ,  the uner r ing ,  t r u e  compass, according 
to which we can correctly judge all teaching. Our 
~atechism's six chief parts, which no heretic can 
deny, refute or explain as false,  are our 

(basic g r i n c i p l e s ) ;  whoever spe  
.reaches otherwise, we will no t  l i s t e n  to and even 
tees, have anything ta;. d s  with h i m  e i ther  f o r  a 
s h o r t  or f o r  a long t i m e ,  b u t  i m e d i a t e l y  consider  

or t h e  s f s i ~ a  +:2d i n  
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Therefore D r ,  Luther a l s o  c o r r e c t l y  says:  

C _ _ _ P  

of such an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  g r e a t  importance, then 
s u r e l y  we w i l l  no t  only r e j o i c e  over i t  whole- 
hea r t ed ly  and thank God both f o r  our  dear  "Cate- 
chism fa the r9 '  and f o r  his Small Catechism, bu t  a l s o  
agree  wi th  t h e  o ld  Danish bishop,  D r .  Hans Poulsen 
Resen (died 1638), t h a t  zealous f r i e n d  of t h e  Cate- 
chism, i n  t h e  words which he was always accustomed 
t o  saying: "If  I fo rge  You, my dear  Luther ,  2Il-Ld 
your Small Catechism, 5 en l e t  my r i g h t  hand 
forget!"  (Ps .  137:5). 

So t h a t  we can b e t t e r  apprec ia t e  t h i s  we ought 
no t  fo rgg t  h e r e  t o  ask ourse lves :  Have we even 
deserved t h a t  God should g ive  us s o  g r e a t  a g i f t  
a s  t h e  Small Catechism, "the t r u e  laymen's Bible" 
( a s  Luther a l r eady  c a l l e d  i t )  r e d l y  is? and have 
we now a l s o  used t h e  Catechism i n  such a way t h a t  
we could e q e c t  t h a t  God w i l l  cont inue  t o  p rese rve  
i t  fox  US and our ch i ld ren?  m a t  e l s e  could we 
answer than: Ah, no, I am so r ry  t o  say,  ah ,  me: 
But eonslder  this -- and who dares  deny i t ?  -- 
and we must certainly a l l  ag ree  t h a t  when God j u s t  
the same, i n  s p i t e  sf  our manifold thanklessness  
and f a i t h l e s s n e s s ,  i n  H i s  long-suffer ing,  'ti1 
 pro^ has  let us  keep t h i s  g rea t  g i f t ,  and now f o r  
350 years has preserved t h e  Catechism i n  our 
church, so t h a t  s t i l l  today we a l s o  have t h i s  
g l i s t en ing ,  p r i c e l e s s  gem, "the t r u e  laymen's 
Bib le , "  pure  and u n f a l s i f i e d  among us (and t h i s  
i s  something w e  should va lue  much more h ighly ,  
when we r e a l i z e  t h a t  in. our p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  
and i n  our refom-minded times, we have n o t  lacked 
and s t i l l  do n o t  l a c k  seve re  temptat ions t o  abandon 
our name, our church-father and the incomparable 
c h i l d r e n ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n  he  has  given u s ) ,  -- then 
i t  t r u l y  is an  undeserved, an inva luab le  g r e a t  

b l e s s i n g  t o  us  from God's boundless grace ,  such 
a b l e s s ing  f o r  which every Lutheran C h r i s t i a n  is  
obliged always t o  p r a i s e  and thank t h e  merc i fu l  
God i n  Je sus f  name, wi th  h e a r t ,  word, and deed. 
Considering a l l  t h i s ,  i t  must t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  be 
recognized t o  be i n  order  t h a t  our church remembers 
t h e  seventh Catechism-Jubilee year  wi th  an appro- 
p r i a t e  c e l e b r a t i o n *  

And when t h e  church does t h i s ,  i t  undertakes 
nothing new, bu t  on t h e  cont rary ,  only foLlows an 
o ld  and honorable custom and p r a c t i c e ,  which God 
Himself has hallowed, God Himself has  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
ordered i n  t h e  Old Covenant t h a t  every 50th year  
was t o  be a J u b i l e e  year  of r e j o i c i n g  i n  I s r a e l  
(Levi t icus  25) .  I n  keeping wi th  t h i s  ordinance 
of God, the  Lutheran Church has a l s o  been accus- 
tomed t o  holding J u b i l e e  yea r s  o r  J u b i l e e  ce le-  
b r a t i o n s  (and a s  everyone knows, f r equen t ly  people 
a r e  used t o  holding such J u b i l e e s  n o t  only every 
50th year ,  bu t  a l s o  every 25th yea r )  i n  thankful  
remembrance of t h e  Lord's s p e c i a l  demonstrations 
of grace,  Thus, i n  l i n e  wi th  what i s  s t a t e d  above, 
no one among us  can r e a l l y  b e  i n  doubt t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  someone who deserves  t o  be remembered by us  and 
among us wi th  a J u b i l e e  ce l eb ra t ion ,  so  much more 
when we e s p e c i a l l y  cons ider  t h a t  f o r  t h r e e  and 
one-half c e n t u r i e s  now our merc i fu l  God has  pre- 
served t h e  Lutheran Catechism among u s  pure and 
u n f a l s i f f e d  and through it  has given and preserved 
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of 
t h e  e n t i r e  Holy Sc r ip tu res , "  f o r  b l e s sed  in s t ruc -  
t i o n ,  comfort and joy f o r  our s o u l s  throughout our 
whole l i f e ,  i n  a f f l i c t i o n  and i n  death.  Because 
" the  Catechism is  a l i t t l e  Bib le ,  o r  s h o r t  summary 
of God's Word, concerning our f a i t h  and l i f e , "  
says  Dr, E r i k  Pontoppidan, presented i n  ques t ions  
and answers, so  simply, t h a t  a c h i l d  can understand 
i t  f o r  h i s  s a l v a t i o n ,  and s o  r i c h  and inexhaus t ib l e ,  



Therefore D r ,  Luther a l s o  c o r r e c t l y  says:  

C _ _ _ P  

of such an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  g r e a t  importance, then 
s u r e l y  we w i l l  no t  only r e j o i c e  over i t  whole- 
hea r t ed ly  and thank God both f o r  our  dear  "Cate- 
chism fa the r9 '  and f o r  his Small Catechism, bu t  a l s o  
agree  wi th  t h e  o ld  Danish bishop,  D r .  Hans Poulsen 
Resen (died 1638), t h a t  zealous f r i e n d  of t h e  Cate- 
chism, i n  t h e  words which he was always accustomed 
t o  saying: "If  I fo rge  You, my dear  Luther ,  2Il-Ld 
your Small Catechism, 5 en l e t  my r i g h t  hand 
forget!"  (Ps .  137:5). 

So t h a t  we can b e t t e r  apprec ia t e  t h i s  we ought 
no t  fo rgg t  h e r e  t o  ask ourse lves :  Have we even 
deserved t h a t  God should g ive  us s o  g r e a t  a g i f t  
a s  t h e  Small Catechism, "the t r u e  laymen's Bible" 
( a s  Luther a l r eady  c a l l e d  i t )  r e d l y  is? and have 
we now a l s o  used t h e  Catechism i n  such a way t h a t  
we could e q e c t  t h a t  God w i l l  cont inue  t o  p rese rve  
i t  fox  US and our ch i ld ren?  m a t  e l s e  could we 
answer than: Ah, no, I am so r ry  t o  say,  ah ,  me: 
But eonslder  this -- and who dares  deny i t ?  -- 
and we must certainly a l l  ag ree  t h a t  when God j u s t  
the same, i n  s p i t e  sf  our manifold thanklessness  
and f a i t h l e s s n e s s ,  i n  H i s  long-suffer ing,  'ti1 
 pro^ has  let us  keep t h i s  g rea t  g i f t ,  and now f o r  
350 years has preserved t h e  Catechism i n  our 
church, so t h a t  s t i l l  today we a l s o  have t h i s  
g l i s t en ing ,  p r i c e l e s s  gem, "the t r u e  laymen's 
Bib le , "  pure  and u n f a l s i f i e d  among us (and t h i s  
i s  something w e  should va lue  much more h ighly ,  
when we r e a l i z e  t h a t  in. our p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  
and i n  our refom-minded times, we have n o t  lacked 
and s t i l l  do n o t  l a c k  seve re  temptat ions t o  abandon 
our name, our church-father and the incomparable 
c h i l d r e n ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n  he  has  given u s ) ,  -- then 
i t  t r u l y  is an  undeserved, an inva luab le  g r e a t  

b l e s s i n g  t o  us  from God's boundless grace ,  such 
a b l e s s ing  f o r  which every Lutheran C h r i s t i a n  is  
obliged always t o  p r a i s e  and thank t h e  merc i fu l  
God i n  Je sus f  name, wi th  h e a r t ,  word, and deed. 
Considering a l l  t h i s ,  i t  must t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  be 
recognized t o  be i n  order  t h a t  our church remembers 
t h e  seventh Catechism-Jubilee year  wi th  an appro- 
p r i a t e  c e l e b r a t i o n *  

And when t h e  church does t h i s ,  i t  undertakes 
nothing new, bu t  on t h e  cont rary ,  only foLlows an 
o ld  and honorable custom and p r a c t i c e ,  which God 
Himself has hallowed, God Himself has  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
ordered i n  t h e  Old Covenant t h a t  every 50th year  
was t o  be a J u b i l e e  year  of r e j o i c i n g  i n  I s r a e l  
(Levi t icus  25) .  I n  keeping wi th  t h i s  ordinance 
of God, the  Lutheran Church has a l s o  been accus- 
tomed t o  holding J u b i l e e  yea r s  o r  J u b i l e e  ce le-  
b r a t i o n s  (and a s  everyone knows, f r equen t ly  people 
a r e  used t o  holding such J u b i l e e s  n o t  only every 
50th year ,  bu t  a l s o  every 25th yea r )  i n  thankful  
remembrance of t h e  Lord's s p e c i a l  demonstrations 
of grace,  Thus, i n  l i n e  wi th  what i s  s t a t e d  above, 
no one among us  can r e a l l y  b e  i n  doubt t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  someone who deserves  t o  be remembered by us  and 
among us wi th  a J u b i l e e  ce l eb ra t ion ,  so  much more 
when we e s p e c i a l l y  cons ider  t h a t  f o r  t h r e e  and 
one-half c e n t u r i e s  now our merc i fu l  God has  pre- 
served t h e  Lutheran Catechism among u s  pure and 
u n f a l s i f f e d  and through it  has given and preserved 

rrl8 
8 

of 
t h e  e n t i r e  Holy Sc r ip tu res , "  f o r  b l e s sed  in s t ruc -  
t i o n ,  comfort and joy f o r  our s o u l s  throughout our 
whole l i f e ,  i n  a f f l i c t i o n  and i n  death.  Because 
" the  Catechism is  a l i t t l e  Bib le ,  o r  s h o r t  summary 
of God's Word, concerning our f a i t h  and l i f e , "  
says  Dr, E r i k  Pontoppidan, presented i n  ques t ions  
and answers, so  simply, t h a t  a c h i l d  can understand 
i t  f o r  h i s  s a l v a t i o n ,  and s o  r i c h  and inexhaus t ib l e ,  



t h a t  t h e  most learned  theologian cannot fathom it .  
Truly,  t h i s  " l i t t l e  Bible" must f i l l  our h e a r t s  
w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  wonder; w e  cannot va lue  i t  
h igh ly  enough; and w e  can never s u f f i c i e n t l y  
laud ,  p r a i s e ,  and thank our heavenly Father  f o r  
i t ,  e i t h e r  h e r e  o r  i n  t h e  h e r e a f t e r .  

It may w e l l  be t h a t  not  many people cons ider  
such a  Catechism-Jubilee t o  be of some va lue ,  
because none of u s  has  experienced such a th ing;  
and except f o r  a  few people, t h e r e  i s  probably no 
one among us  who had heard anything e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
year  about such a f e s t i v a l  having been he ld  any- 
where i n  t h e  church. Actua l ly ,  such a  f e s t i v a l  
should have been he ld  every 50th year ;  but  it is  now 
a l r eady  150 yea r s  s i n c e  such a shing occurred (we 
a r e  no t  speaking here about what has been done i n  
t h i s  regard i n  t h i s  o r  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  p l a c e ) ,  
The l a s t  two times when a 50th Catechism-Jubilee 
should have been he ld ,  namely, 1779 and 1829, 
nothing happened, The simple explanat ion  f o r  
people f a i l i n g  then  is  very  simple and r e a l l y  
ought t o  be an ea rnes t  warning and reminder f o r  
u s ,  l e s t  we now go and do t h e  same th ing .  

I n  t h e  Catechism's 5 t h  J u b i l e e  year ,  1779, 
Rat ional ism had ascended t h e  throne and unfur led  
i t s  banner s f  dea th  f a r  and wide i n  t h e  church, 
And i n  t h e  h o r r i b l e  t i m e s  which p r e v a i l  now, C h r i s t  
and Christendom a r e  even more openly s h a t t e r e d ,  
scorned and r i d i c u l e d  both i n  t h e  classroom and 
p u l p i t ,  and t h e  t eache r s  of t h e  youth (people c a l l e d  
them "teachers  of t h e  people," j u s t  a s  t h e  prophets  
w e r e  c a l l e d  "speakers t o  t h e  peopleP') ,  whose t a s k  
f i r s t  of a l l  should be t o  teach  t h e  youth t h e  Cate- 
chism, have become Scholast ic-seminarians,  who now 
propound and a r d e n t l y  teach ,  purposely,  t h e  in j ec -  
t i o n  of t h e  poison of unbelief i n t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n P s  
h e a r t s  f o r  t h e  purpose of "enlightening" t h e  common 
people, and bes ides ,  they do i t  p e r s i s t e n t l y ;  i n  

t h a t  h o r r i b l e  time (people c a l l e d  i t  t h e  age of 
"enlightenment" i n  order  t o  f l a t t e r  themselves 
and not  admit they were t r e a t i n g  an honorable t h ing  
d i s g r a c e f u l l y )  i n  which t h e  d e v i l  wi th  h i s  h e l l i s h  
hos t  he ld  a  J u b i l e e - f e s t i v a l  over t h e  r u i n s  of 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  we c e r t a i n l y  must not  expect t o  hear  
j u b i l a t i o n  f o r  D r .  Luther ' s  Small Catechism, un le s s  
they would be r e j o i c i n g  t h a t  they had a l t e r e d  i t ,  
which i s  t o  say,  f a l s i f i e d  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  con ten t s ,  
o r  even " for tunate ly"  abolished i t .  

And i n  t h e  6 t h  J u b i l e e  yea r ,  1829, Rat ional ism's  
autocracy had no t  only spread over a  l a r g e  po r t ion  
of t h e  classrooms and p u l p i t s ,  but  now i t  a l s o  had 
s t r u c k  r o o t s  among t h e  people and borne f r u i t  t he re .  
The sys temat ic  demoli t ion and havoc which t h e  pre- 
vious f i f t y  years  had accomplished, when t h e  boar 
of t h e  f o r e s t  trampled down t h e  Lord 's  p l an t ing ,  
and t h e  wi ld  beas t  of t h e  f i e l d  devoured i t  (Ps. 
80:13) made shipwreck of t h e  church a s  a r e s u l t ;  
and only b i t s  of t h e  wreckage were saved. Cer t a in ly  
a t  t h a t  t ime no one thought of a r ranging  a  Catechism- 
J u b i l e e ;  and i f  one o r  another  f r i e n d  of t h e  church 
(and, God be pra ised!  t h e r e  was a  person h e r e  and 
t h e r e  who no t  only grieved deeply over Joseph's  
d is turbance ,  bu t  a l s o  bore s t rong  wi tness  t o  t h e  
Lord, whom t h e  people had forsaken) had proposed 
such a J u b i l e e - f e s t i v a l  people would c e r t a i n l y  have 
considered him r i d i c u l o u s ;  because i t  was a  time 
when hard ly  anyone i n  t h e  whole world occupied him- 
s e l f  wi th  t h e  Small Catechism, o r  thought much about i t  

III 

It is  unbel ievable what t e r r i b l e  harm Rational-  
i s m  d id  t o  t h e  church, what h o r r i b l e  commotion and 
confusion i t  caused, e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  regard t o  t h e  
Catechism's importance, use  and a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  
church and home; and now even today we hard ly  
understand i t  r i g h t l y  o r  have a  r e a l  apprec ia t ion  
f o r  i t ,  such a r e  t h e  sorrowful  e f f e c t s  which 
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Rationalism is still producing around us. We should 
also be reminded that just this knowledge of the 
past gives us a clue to a better understanding of 
the fragmented scene which is apparent on the re- 
ligious scene in our times. 

Rationalism purposely called itself "Enlighten- 
ment," but progress is supposed to follow enlight- 
enment and people  in our times have understood 
this to apply t o  them i n  t h a t  way, because they 
whole-heartedly c a l l  this the age of "progress . "  
But unfor tunate ly  the  "progress"  o f  our t i m e s  neces- 
sarily compares in many ways t o  the "enlightenment," 
which preceded it. This a p p l i e s  especia l ly  t o  t h e  
church. The o l d ,  blessed Catechism-theology of 
Lucheran metallic ring has $ e f t  us  and graces on 
ref ined ears when one oceasisnaEly laears it, It 
is obl iged  t o  f i n d  i t se l f  being cslled poor and of 
a weak mind, d r y  and ineffec~iv-; and i n  whatever 
the situation, i t  i s  not cox~sideced "relevant." It 
appears, though, to have been good enough f o r  our  
s i m p l e  fathers i n  t he  faith: Luther ,  Bugenhagen, 
Brenz, Chemnitz, Johan A m d t ,  Johan Gerhard, Scriver, 
and so on and so f o r t h ,  who d i d  not  pa r t i c ipa t e  in 
the  "ei:LightenmentH; though i n  our age of ''progress" 
and "liberation," which does not  l e t  i t se l f  be bound 
by the Word n f  God, and Less, to be reminded of the  
church's confession, it i s  a "vanquished point  of 
v iew, "  It i s  t r u l y  significant, and let us take note 
o f  i t ,  t ha t  j u s t  a f ter  the rationalistic "enlighten- 
ment," which, however, w a s  j u s t  sheer darkening 
confusion of everything per ta in ing t o  the church 
and a depa r tu re  from the Lord's Word and way, people 
have made such "progress" that they excel the old, 
great and pious fathers of the faith and the fathers 
of doctrine so far, that they hardly have any use 
for them. And so it is. People are soon finished 
with the Catechism, the old Christianity is destroyed, 
t 1  progress" and "freedom" are unleashed and most con- 
temporary theologians regard it as their task to find 

no use, not only for the form, but also for the 
content of the work, by which they want t o  serve 
"the people, '' 

The theologians  of our  time evidently repeat 
what Dr, Luther says about t h e  018 p a p i s t s  of h i s  
time i n  t h e  following: "The d o c t o r s  i n  the  uni- 
versities have nothing else t a  do than invent new 
opin ions ,  one worse khan t h e  next ,  Neither can 
anyone be an honored doc to r  i f  he bas no t  invented 
something new, But t h e  best ,  so far  2s thzy are 
concerned, was t h a t  t h e y  desp ised  ehe Holy S c r i p -  
tures and l e t  them l i e  en t l~s shelf, '%That, Bible, 
~ i b l - . :  * ~ ' 2 a y  .-%a saidg a the 3ible is a heretic's book; 

one a:-;? iz -6:ad ebe doctors ,  thexe one f i n d s  it,' 
I knaw s : h ~ z ~  1 d~ 120t l i e ;  because 1 was brought up 
aaong -;;-;.-a and %lave seen and heard a l l  t h i s  from 
t h e m e  . . , In s h o r t ,  it was p i & i f u l  and heart- 
reading bo%k regarding preachiaag and teaching,  
yp ,, 7' a l l  sfia tisbc?s stretched and saw nothing new, 
while, bowever, they a-rc now sa sharp-eyed t h a t  
they see th ings  3 g ! ~ i c h  are l ist  there, Thus every- 
%hing was i n  such a de>islate and wild s t a t e  because 
of sheer d i s u n i t y  i n  dL~c&i-lne and s t r ange  new 
ap ln i sns ,  that no oae coa~ld  know anFbore what i s  
s u r e  ~r unsure, what Cl1riat5an o r  unehrbstian, The 
rsld d o e t r i n e s  of f a i t L  I.n r;p:r$qt, of r;.,harity, of 
rrayer, of che cross, sf c:ornE~zt in akf l i c t ion ,  and 
sp f o r t h ,  were completely b~rBiad %a the  dust; -yes9 
 here wasn'~ a dcctoa in t he  whole w c r l d  who knew 
the whole Catechism, who could say c l ~ e  Lord's 
3- i ~ a y e r ,  the Ten Comandments, and the Creed, ts say 

nothing of the  f ac t  t h a t  he could have understood 
f& and taught it, then as now, God be pra ised!  the  
people teach i t  and are taught  by it, a l s o  small 
ehikdran. Because of t h i s  I. appea l  to a l l  your 
books, bath theological  and ju r id ica l ;  if a person 
can r i g h t l y  learn from them a portion sf the @ate- 
ehEsm, then I will l e t  myself be broken on the 
wheel and be bled to death."19 
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With f a r  too many contemporary theologians  
(and who doesn ' t  want to keep up wi th  t h e  t imes?)  
i t  has happened wi th  theology a s  i t  i s  happening.  
now wi th  church be l l s : :  t h e  o l d ,  pure b r a s s  b e l l s  
a r e  now being replaced wi th  b e l l s  of p o t t e r ' s  c l a y  
(or  some such cheap m a t e r i a l ,  a s  i s  recomended),  
They cornend gs"wemase%ves an1.y i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h a t  
a person g e t s  them cheap, The o l d  Lutheran, tha% I 

i s ,  B i b l i c a l  Catechism-kheslsgians a r e  rep laced  by 
others ;  i t  i s  no t  n i c e  to say what they r eab ly  are,  
But t h i s  a l s o  has t o  do with t h e i r  having go t t en  
I t  cheaply, because they make it up f o r  themselves 
accord ing  t o  their taste o r  pleasure,  But as the 
cook is, so i s  also t hz  bwsth, and everything is 
according t o  the  modern "bel ieving" &heolsgiansP 
B 1 v i e q o i n t ,  " " f a i t h ,  l s  "view, "'l:ight, $tee suela 

is a l s o  t h e i r  theology,  One tesches t h i s  way, 
another that way, and so on endlessly; and all of 
them are supposed ", be "enti"9eed'?o do so and 
their zeaching considered ""deEensiblee' from a 
Christian p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  In  s h o r t ,  a person  w i l l  
have a hard time f inding ,  among t h e  "fap19.0~~" lead-  
i n g  the~Psg8ans  af our t i m e s ,  two  men who are con- 
s i s t e n t  with the  s i m p l e  instruction o f  the  Cate- 
chism, Name them i f  you can! ma6 they do no t  
have and have not  considered i s  "the sure word0' 
and "the elear text'" '"hey j u s t  teach uncertain 
things" and " juggl ing,"  so $hat no one can know 
what i s  sure ax unsure, who i s  a Christian and 
non-Christian, unless %hey use  Luther's wsrd -- 
so t ha t  there new are eksse who, without  f e a r i n g  
Rirfi who l ives i n  heaven, oppose themsleves t o  the  
Hard and Master eonceuning H i s  d i v i n e  revelation 
i n  Holy S c r i p t u r e  and g e t  ou t  of It what they please 
(and nothing is  more comon i n  our day than t h i s ) ,  -- 
s o  t h a t  no one can poss ib ly  hold Luther ' s  l i t t l e  
Catechism i n  esteem and honor, as they  themselves 
say. And even i f  t h e r e  i s  someone who speaks suf-  
f i c i e n t l y  g r e a t  and good-sounding words t o  Lu the r ' s  
c r e d i t  and shouts  about ""the t eaching  of t h e  

ch i ldren!  t h e  teaching  of t h e  c h i l d r e d "  i t  i s  
only t o  adorn t h e  prophets '  graves, while  they 
s t i l l  scorn  t h e i r  s p i r i t  and teaching (Matthew 23: 
29-33), 

I n  t h e  f a c e  of such a demolished scene, which we 
mentioned e a r l i e r ,  and which engu l f s  u s  l i k e  a 
f lood i n  our  t imes, no one can ques t ion  how i m -  
po r t an t  i t  is t h a t  w e  a l l ,  whether we be l a y  o r  
learned ,  f a i t h f u l l y  hold ourse lves  t o  our  l i t t l e  
Catechism, be w e l l  a t  home i n  it and recognize 
i t s  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  g r e a t  importance f o r  us ,  so  
t h a t  w i t h  s i n c e r e  thanks t o  God, because a f t e r  a l l  
We has  preserved i t  f o r  u s  and w i l l  p reserve  us 
through i t ,  we can say wi th  D r .  Luther: "The 
Catechism must of n e c e s s i t y  become and leemain and 
hold the rule i n  the Christian church and continue 
l o r d ;  that  is,  God's Ten Comandments, t h e  Creed, 
the Lord 's  Prayer ,  and t h e  Sacraments, e t c .  And 
however many oppose i t ,  s t i l l  however i t  w i l l  be- 
come and r e t a i n  t h e  upper hand i n  t h e  kingdom of 
t h e  Lord and wi th  H i m  s f  whom i t  is w i t t e n :  'Thou 
a r t  a p r i e s t  f o r e v e r B  ( B s ,  E10:4), rr20 

Yes, Luther! How many are there  though of t h e  
g r e a t  numbers who now bear % u t h e r s s  name, who 
really esteem t h i s  chosen ins t rument  of God h ighly  
and r e a l l y  want t o  l e a r n  s m e t h i n g  from him, r e a l l y  
want t o  read  h i s  wr ie ings  in. o r d e r  t o  be h i s  p u p i l s  
sr h i s  f e l low C h r i s t i a n s  f o r  p r o f i t  and joy? Yes, 
how many a r e  t h e r e  who r e a l l y  are familfar wi th  
"the Bib le  of  t h e  l a i t y , "  who have it close t o  
t he i r  h e a r t  and apply it d a i l y ?  Sure ly ,  they are 
only very  f e w .  E a r l i e r  we heard Spener say t h a t  
'"such an  incomparable b less ingig  was given t o  us  
by Luther ,  which no one can p r a i s e  as i t  deserves,  
But who now even knows t h i s  "incomparabk blessing '"  
o r  ever p r a i s e s  it? It i s  ve ry  sad. Bless ings  
a r e  soon fo rgo t t en  and people become unthankful ,  
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ch i ldren!  t h e  teaching  of t h e  c h i l d r e d "  i t  i s  
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Joh. Wigand wrote a l r eady  i n  1571: " ~ e o p l e  whose 
eyes God has  opened must know t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  
of t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of C h r i s t  have n o t  
been so c l e a r l y ,  p l a i n l y ,  c o r r e c t l y  and e x c e l l e n t l y  
expressed and explained by any t e a c h e r ' s  work and 
f a i t h f u l n e s s  a s  by t h i s  b lessed  man, Dr. Luther .  
What g r e a t  and appa l l ing  darkness predominated and 
bl inded t h e  people I n  t h e  many c e n t u r i e s  of t h e  
papacy i s  known from h i s t o r y .  Buohha t  happens 
now? The eomon man i s  bl inded by c a r n a l  i n d i f -  
fe rence  and desp i ses  it, Be does n o t  hear  t h e  
preaching of God's Word as f a i t h f u l l y  and n e i t h e r  
does he i n s t r u c t  h i s  c h i l d r e n  as f a i t h f u l l y  i n  t h e  
Catechism a s  he ought; i n  the next p lace ,  n e i t h e r  
dses be thank Gsd nor pray tha t  Be w i l l  g rac ious ly  
preserve  such l i g h t  f o r  p o s t e r i t y ,  The l earned  are 
beginning everphere t o  scorn Dr. Luther's writings 
a r rogan t ly ,  to b e l i t t l e  zcd t o  censure h i s  work and 
to bury h i s  excellent bocks, For a long time s o m e  
s f  them have also wanted to bury the man's writings 
and exsellen% name with h i s  body, i f  they had no t  
been hindered by sonze of Luther's d i s c i p l e s  who 
still laud and p r a i s e  God's nme and g i f t s  w i th  
thankfulness, Thus one observes t h a t  ha rd ly  anyone 
even uses  Luther ' s  name i n  t h e i r  sermons and w r i t -  
ing ,  s o  that they should be considered t o  be  con- 
p l e ~ e l y  f a l l en  d i s c i p l e s  sr sco rnem of Luther ,  
and they even Zeach contrary t o  Luther and aim and 
shoot  t h e i r  poisonous arrows a g a i n s t  him without  
any fear o r  shame, 9'21 Such was the s i t u a t i o n  then;  
and d a i l y ,  sad experience teaches  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  
v- L,.,,ll-y ka b e t t e r  now, a t  t h e  sagae time as people boas t  
of "progressv'  and t h e i r  g r e a t  "enlightenment." And 
it is  gene ra l ly  h a m  that those  who f a i t h f u l l y  t r y  
t o  fo l low Dr, Luther and His Cateehism a r e  opposed 
everywhere ( A c t s  %$:22). Wko a t  t h e  p resen t  t ime 
r e a l l y  th inks  that i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  a 
w e  have g r e a t  need of making, namely, a r e t rog res -  
sion to the Reformation and with it t o  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  

and prophet ic  m i t i n g s ,  i n  csmform5ty t o  Br, Martin. 
Luther" doc t r ine ,  admonition and example?  B u t  who 
i s  t h e r e  r e a l l y  wow among t h e  many who b e a r  Luther 's  
f a i t h ,  d o c t r i n e  and w r i t i n g s  highly,  m o r e  than j u s t  
i n  name and with l i p  s e r v i c e ?  Yes, we must s t i l l  
i n s i s t  t h a t  i t  is  as i f  one j u s t  wants t o  l e t  i t  
r e s t  w i t h  that and no t  a s  it generally happens, both 
far  and nea r ,  use Luther ' s  name and words i n  order  
t o  g los s  over t h e i r  e r r o r s  and f o l l y  and t h e i r  des- 
t r u c t i v e  work i n  t h e  church, which t h e y  should bu i ld  
up and whose bread they e a t :  

It is  prec ious  t r u t h  which Job, Wigand expresses 
i n  these words: "Because among C h ~ i s t i a n  people 
many cannot read the  whole Bible nor are they a b l e  
t o  remember a l l  t h e  Sc r ip tu re  passages which a r e  
quoted i n  the usua l  sermon, therefore D r .  ~ u t h e r ' s  
Catechism serves them as a l i t t l e  Bible ,  and wi th  
good conscience they  r e t a i n  t h i s  ru le :  Everything 
w'raich does  not ag ree  w i t h  t h e  Catechism i s  f a l s e  
and should be avoided, The reason i s  t h i s :  They 
know and are persuaded that ~uther's Catechism was 
ex t r ac t ed  from the  Word o f  God with t h e  he lp  of 
the  Holy S p i r i t  and is  a sumaxy and the  t r u e  h e a r t  
of the Bible  summarized f o r  the unlearned.''22 But 
i t  is  a l s o  t r u e  what an expensive edi t i sn  of t h e  
Catechism from the beinning of the 17th century  
l a y s  on the h e a r t  of "Christian hsuse-fathers and 
house-msthers'yin the 20llswing w a r d s :  'PCatech$sm 
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  must be d i l i g e n t l y  urged 
with the chi ldren and t h e  unlearned servants; be- 
cause no one can really p r o f i t a b l y  and f r u i t f u l l y  
hear a sermon if he has not y e t  learned  h is  Cate- 
chism rightly, And because the  e lders ,  the house- 
fathers and the  house-mothers, j u s t  a s  the t eache r s  
i n  t h e  schosls are so negligent  and Indifferent i n  
t h i s  matter, it fs%%ows that unbelief and godless  
ways and l i v e s  predominate i n  Christend~m."~~ It 
is  as though t h i s  w a s  m i t t e n  fox+ OUT days when 
"unbelief and godless  ways and lives have assumed 
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such a predominance i n  Christendom." What i s  a t  
t h e  bottom of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between cond i t ions  
from a Chr i s t i an  v i e q o i n t ,  a s  they e x i s t  between 
the masses ("the people," if you wish) all around 
and among us  a t  t h e  present  t ime, and a s  they ex- 
i s t e d  under t h e  papacy when Luther began t h e  Refor- 
w t i o n ?  W e l l ,  among o the r  th ings  i t  c o n s i s t s  in 
th i s ,  which Claus Warms i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  manner 
publ i shed  i n  t h e  fol lowing i n f l u e n t i a l  words: "In 
the  16 th  century t h e  forg iveness  of s i n s  s t i l l  cost 

' 

money; i n  t h e  l 9 t h ,  people have i t  e n t i r e l y  f r e e  of 
charge because they ea rn  i t  themselves. " 2 4  Talking 
b i g  about "progress9" "enlightenment3" "freedom," 

< 

""authority," e t c , ,  w i th  which every Hans Wurst wants 
t o  b l e s s  '"he people,"  does  not  save us.  For t h i s ,  
i t  i s  requi red ,  b r i e f l y ,  above all, f irst  and l a s t ,  
t o  teach  and t o  use the  l i t t l e  Catechism which our  
s m a l l  ch i ld ren  learn, with a l l  d i l i g e n c e  and fa i th -  
fulness, "B%lts' -- says Luther -- "they desp i se  sa  
s imple  and so cheap a th ing  because l i t t l e  ch i ld ren  
must learn i t  and r e c i t e  i .g:  d a i l y ,  P925 ~ u t  if we 
desp i se  o r  make l i g h t  of the "keys t o  t h e  whole of 
Holy Scriprrure," "the m a r r o w  and kernel, sap and 
strength a f  t he  en t i re  Holy Sc r ip tu res , "  then w e  
really do not  consider it t o  be of t h e  h ighes t  
importance, and further, what can it p r o f i t  us then? 

O f  His mercy God has given us the pure d o c t r i n e  
and t o  H i m  be eternal praise and thanks f o r  it: 
Let everyone now consider how he accepts and uses i t  
and thanks God f o r  t h i s  great g i f t  and does n o t  
neglect  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  he has because of i t .  
P B If a proper ,  stable church order  is to be estab- 
l i s h e d , "  -- says Martin Chemnitz (d i ed ,  1586) -- 
""the chief thing,  yes, the  basis and fsundatisn 
f o r  i t  a l l  must be t ha t  the d o c t r i n e  & and 
"waemonis~s.~26 h d  let each of us  a l s o  in t h i s  
t i m e  of apostasy examine hlmself and c a r e f u l l y  con- 
s i d e r  these words sf  D r .  Luther: '?he true Christian 
r e l i g i o n  will be taken from u s  again.  F i x s t ,  because 

of our  thanklessness ,  because we s o  soon f o r g e t  the  
b l e s s i n g s  of God x~hich  w e  have received through the 
Gospel, Next, because of the great s e e u r i t y  which 
now cor rup t s  everyone, so that there i s  no mare 
t r u e  f e a r  of God and no one will let h imse l f  s u f f e r  
f a r  the  Word any more, Thi rd ly ,  because sf t h e  
w o r l d l y - w i s e  wisdom which ru les  the church  according 
t o  i t s  a m  ideas, removes the  cross Erom t h e  Gospel, 
wants t o  eomprsnaise w i t h i n ,  and cDntrary t o  God, 
preserve  peace and un i ty .  "27  

I n  t h i s  age of apostasy in w h i c h  we l i v e ,  it is 
doubly  necessary ts know t h a t  the b a s i s  damage 
among .is --- thanks t o  Rationalism -- e s s e n t i a l l y  
is t o  Se sought i n  the Catechism9 s sabcrdina te ,  
regrettable, not eo say d e g r a d e d  p s s l t i on  and use 
i n  the c21rurch, school, and home, Because, who 
holds  this -3mpZe :a tect~isrn, '"he pre chous J ewe1 
2nd the bigkess g i f t  of Christ, w h i c h  next t o  the  
Bible i s  delivered to the  WOP%~,'"E high esteem 
and h s n ~ r ?  and who now l i -vfng f s  r e a l l y  convinced 
o f  i t  that i t  is " k h e  Catechism whFe%b FS and must 
continue t o  be the foundat ion f o r  o u r  entire C h i s -  
tianfty, if it i s  going to eon t inae ,  and if there 
is t o  be marrow and strength in f t? and t h a t  con- 
sequently nothing i s  mare necessary f o r  us than a 
faithful use s f  the Catechism 3y t e a  c h e f s  and 
hearers, by o ld  as %sell as young? We lack something 
here and every Lutheran ought t o  be abbe t o  see i t  
and ponder what can and ought t o  be done t o  remedy 
a t ,  

Concerning t h i s  matter, we have a chance t o  
es tab l i sh  a connection bezween o u r  t fnes and ehe 
days of our Lutheran fathers back i n  the middle o f  
the previous century, Then we w i l l  ~ e r y  soon 
notice a difference which must f i l l  o u r  hearts 
with both wonder and sorrow, T h i s  is not  t h e  place 
t o  pursue i t  fu r ther ,  W e  will nereEy introduce a 
couple of test-nies (which ean  a l s o  W T V ~  i n  place 



such a predominance i n  Christendom." What i s  a t  
t h e  bottom of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between cond i t ions  
from a Chr i s t i an  v i e q o i n t ,  a s  they e x i s t  between 
the masses ("the people," if you wish) all around 
and among us  a t  t h e  present  t ime, and a s  they ex- 
i s t e d  under t h e  papacy when Luther began t h e  Refor- 
w t i o n ?  W e l l ,  among o the r  th ings  i t  c o n s i s t s  in 
th i s ,  which Claus Warms i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  manner 
publ i shed  i n  t h e  fol lowing i n f l u e n t i a l  words: "In 
the  16 th  century t h e  forg iveness  of s i n s  s t i l l  cost 

' 

money; i n  t h e  l 9 t h ,  people have i t  e n t i r e l y  f r e e  of 
charge because they ea rn  i t  themselves. " 2 4  Talking 
b i g  about "progress9" "enlightenment3" "freedom," 

< 

""authority," e t c , ,  w i th  which every Hans Wurst wants 
t o  b l e s s  '"he people,"  does  not  save us.  For t h i s ,  
i t  i s  requi red ,  b r i e f l y ,  above all, f irst  and l a s t ,  
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s m a l l  ch i ld ren  learn, with a l l  d i l i g e n c e  and fa i th -  
fulness, "B%lts' -- says Luther -- "they desp i se  sa  
s imple  and so cheap a th ing  because l i t t l e  ch i ld ren  
must learn i t  and r e c i t e  i .g:  d a i l y ,  P925 ~ u t  if we 
desp i se  o r  make l i g h t  of the "keys t o  t h e  whole of 
Holy Scriprrure," "the m a r r o w  and kernel, sap and 
strength a f  t he  en t i re  Holy Sc r ip tu res , "  then w e  
really do not  consider it t o  be of t h e  h ighes t  
importance, and further, what can it p r o f i t  us then? 

O f  His mercy God has given us the pure d o c t r i n e  
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P B If a proper ,  stable church order  is to be estab- 
l i s h e d , "  -- says Martin Chemnitz (d i ed ,  1586) -- 
""the chief thing,  yes, the  basis and fsundatisn 
f o r  i t  a l l  must be t ha t  the d o c t r i n e  & and 
"waemonis~s.~26 h d  let each of us  a l s o  in t h i s  
t i m e  of apostasy examine hlmself and c a r e f u l l y  con- 
s i d e r  these words sf  D r .  Luther: '?he true Christian 
r e l i g i o n  will be taken from u s  again.  F i x s t ,  because 

of our  thanklessness ,  because we s o  soon f o r g e t  the  
b l e s s i n g s  of God x~hich  w e  have received through the 
Gospel, Next, because of the great s e e u r i t y  which 
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t r u e  f e a r  of God and no one will let h imse l f  s u f f e r  
f a r  the  Word any more, Thi rd ly ,  because sf t h e  
w o r l d l y - w i s e  wisdom which ru les  the church  according 
t o  i t s  a m  ideas, removes the  cross Erom t h e  Gospel, 
wants t o  eomprsnaise w i t h i n ,  and cDntrary t o  God, 
preserve  peace and un i ty .  "27  

I n  t h i s  age of apostasy in w h i c h  we l i v e ,  it is 
doubly  necessary ts know t h a t  the b a s i s  damage 
among .is --- thanks t o  Rationalism -- e s s e n t i a l l y  
is t o  Se sought i n  the Catechism9 s sabcrdina te ,  
regrettable, not eo say d e g r a d e d  p s s l t i on  and use 
i n  the c21rurch, school, and home, Because, who 
holds  this -3mpZe :a tect~isrn, '"he pre chous J ewe1 
2nd the bigkess g i f t  of Christ, w h i c h  next t o  the  
Bible i s  delivered to the  WOP%~,'"E high esteem 
and h s n ~ r ?  and who now l i -vfng f s  r e a l l y  convinced 
o f  i t  that i t  is " k h e  Catechism whFe%b FS and must 
continue t o  be the foundat ion f o r  o u r  entire C h i s -  
tianfty, if it i s  going to eon t inae ,  and if there 
is t o  be marrow and strength in f t? and t h a t  con- 
sequently nothing i s  mare necessary f o r  us than a 
faithful use s f  the Catechism 3y t e a  c h e f s  and 
hearers, by o ld  as %sell as young? We lack something 
here and every Lutheran ought t o  be abbe t o  see i t  
and ponder what can and ought t o  be done t o  remedy 
a t ,  

Concerning t h i s  matter, we have a chance t o  
es tab l i sh  a connection bezween o u r  t fnes and ehe 
days of our Lutheran fathers back i n  the middle o f  
the previous century, Then we w i l l  ~ e r y  soon 
notice a difference which must f i l l  o u r  hearts 
with both wonder and sorrow, T h i s  is not  t h e  place 
t o  pursue i t  fu r ther ,  W e  will nereEy introduce a 
couple of test-nies (which ean  a l s o  W T V ~  i n  place 



of many), from which r eade r s  can draw t h e i r  own 
conclusions s f  how th ings  were i n  t h i s  regard  i n  
t h e  o ld  days. J .  C .  Koecher w r i t e s  this (1752): 
'@After Luther had allowed both h i s  Catechisms t o  
be published, the f e rven t  z e a l  of the Lutherans 
thus  doubled f o r  t h e  sgread  of evangel ica l  t r u t h  
t o  f u r t h e r  c a t e c h e t i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  every way- 
Eventual ly,  they took Luther ' s  S m a l l  Catechism 
i n t o  many countr ies ,  i n t o  innumerable places and 
vi l lages  as a basis  and a s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h i s  in- 
s t r u c t f o n ,  People  used i t  i n  churches, schools ,  
and homes, They set  aside c e r t a i n  days and hours  
i n  which young and o l d  were t o  be i n s t r u c t e d  f rom 
i t  I n  the most  necessary a r t i c l e s  s f  f a i t h  and 
duties o f  life, In. some places they appofsneed 
especia l ly  s p i r i t u a l  persons who were supposed t o  
occupy themselves with t each ing  the Catechism. 
They a l s o  devised many other  means and gave d i -  
rections f o r  the r e q u i s e a ~ e n t s  a% catechet ical  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  electoral and 
p r i n c e l y  Saxon terr i tories,  s o  tha t  a person could 
w r i t e  a book about Lutheran methods Eor d i l i g e n t  
and effective teaching of the  Catechism. "28 

And Martin Chennitz ( the "second Martin ~ u t h e r " )  
says: %ere in the  Brunswick church we are i n  the  
Christian pract ice  of first  having a Catechism- 
sermon, which is  delivered i n  t h e  church every 
Sunday du r ing  Matins f o r  the dear children's and 
servantsP sake, at which one p a r t  after ansther 
of the Christian i n s t r u c t i o n  s f  chi ldren,  just as 
i;hr,ugh the Lard Himself w e r e  doing i t ,  i s  presented 
from the Catechism and i s  explained as the  sceasfon 
requires. Besides, there is also a special day i n  
the  week ordered f o r  the children's school ,  sn  
which t h e  t eache r s  and the s tuden t s  s f  a l l  the  
schools  come together  a t  an appointed t i m e  f o r  
Catechism preaching, A t  t hese  times, t h e  p a r t s  
sf t h e  Catechism a r e  explained i n  t h e  s imples t  way 
and then t h e  ch i ld ren  a r e  l i s t e n e d  t o  and examined 

pub l i c ly  i n  t h e  church on what they have go t t en  
and r e t a ined  of t h e  s e m s n ,  Besides t h a t ,  we a l s o  
have the  custom t h a t  every f o u r t h  year  %he e n t i r e  
congregation hea r s  a summary of t h e  five chief  
p a r t s  of t h e  Catechism i n  e i g h t  sermons, s o  t h a t  
i n  t h a t  way every pious Chr i s t i an  can g e t  a b a s i c  
s u m a r y  of t h e  e n t i r e  Chr i s t i an  d o c t r i n e  and i t s  
chief  p o i n t s  and i n  t h a t  wa arm themselves aga ins t  
a l l  seduct ions  and sects. 146 

mere can anything e m p a r a b l e  be found among us?  
Not only do we l ack  something here, b u t  -- i n  
Luther's words -- " here comes also a shameful m i s -  
take,  a :eathen, wicked vermin, namely,  s e c u r i t y  
and satiety so t h a t  many t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Catechism 
i s  a s i n ~ 2 : ~ l e ~  p a l t r y  teaches, which they  read over 
once and as soon a s  they are able  t h r o w  t h e  book 
i n t o  the  corner and never bother  themselves t o  
read i t  again."30 With most people i t  i s  as though 
they were completely i n d i f f e r e n t  whether t h e r e  have 
been C h r i s t i a n s  before  us o r  n o t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  
they should consider  t h a t  they  could a l s o  l e a r n  
something from them, And t h e  ignorance of t h e  
p r a c t i c e s  of our o ld ,  p i s u s  f a t h e r s  i n  t h e  f a i t h  
is so  g r e a t  t h a t  i t  i s  not  rare (yes,  very common 
among c e r t a i n  so-cal led ' 9 ~ u t h e r a n s s ' )  to  hear  t h a t  
t h e  o ld ,  respec ted  Lutherans, t oge the r  w i t h  u s e f u l  
and ed i fy ing  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  church must a l low 
themselves ts be scorned and mocked as p a p i s t i c a l ,  
How has  t h i s  happened? and where are w e  going? 

But i f  our  most r ecen t  fore- fa thers ,  the Ration- 
-# a l i s t s ,  were, a s  we  have heard, s s  far from wanting 

t o  be d i s c i p l e s  s f  the Catechism in k u t h e r ' s  sense ,  
t h a t  they vehemently scorned and mocked ~uther's 
f a i t h  and d o c t r i n e ,  $hen we have a h e a r t f e l t  need 
f o r  our o l d  Lutheran fathers i n  the f a i t h  and a s  
o f t e n  a s  w e  have t h e  oppor tuni ty ,  t o  ga ther  i n  t h e  
Lord's house and mngrega t ion  t o  l e a r n ,  apply,  
p r a i s e  and thank God f o r  "%he laymen's Bible" 
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which He has given t o  t h e  church through Luther ,  
That they a l s o  hold J u b i l e e  ce l eb ra t ions  f o r  t h a t  
gvrpose i s  obvious. We s e e  t h i s  c l e a r l y  enough 
from t h e  fol lowing s h o r t  testimony, Because $he 
l earned  Johan Albert  Fabr i c ius  wrote i n  t h i s  way 
150 years  ago i n  t h e  4 th  J u b i l e e  year  of our 
Catechism: "Properly, we c e l e b r a t e  i n  t h i s  yea r ,  
1729 ,  a J u b i l e e  i n  remembrance of t h e  Catechism 
which was given t o  the  church 200 yea r s  ago, j u s t  
as  such a J u b i l e e  was ce lebra ted  w i t h  g r e a t  fes- 
t i v i t i e s  10C years ago i n  1~29 . ' ' 31  A l l  Lutherans 
ought t o  follow t h i s  example of our o l d  fathers 
i n  t h e  f a i t h  with heartfelt j oy ,  p a r t l y  i n  this 
was to thank God f o r  thz ~ n s p e a k a b l y  %rear g i f t  
He has givcn us in E r ,  Martin L ~ ~ t b e r  % Small 
Catechism, znd partly to encewage everyone t o  
an ever more faithful and diligent use of i t ,  

It was never more o b v i o u ,  o r  inore than right 
and f a i r ,  ehat our Synod in aLl i t s  d i s t r i c t s '  
l a s t  annual conventions insanimously resolves t o  
celebrate this J u b i l e e  year's next Reformation 
f e s t iva l  as a Catechism Jub i l ee  f estlval a 32 

We ask permission now t o  add j u s t  the following. 
Luther 's  i n t ima te  f r i e n d ,  t h e  evange l i ca l  Bishop 
Georg of h h a l t  ((died, 1553) w r i t e s :  "The Catechism 
is t h e  t r u e  Bible of the Laity i n  which t h e  en t i r e  
contents  of C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  which every C h r i s t i a n  
needs t o  b o w  t o  be saved are contained,  It i s  also 
a sumary  and kernel  s f  a l l  H o l y  S c r i p t u r e  and the 
same Scr ip tu res  a r e  nothing else than the  explana- 
t i on  and exposit ion of t h e  Catechism, I a m  reminded 
here of t h e  eloquent  words and testimony of the  
same, venerable,  blessed D r .  Martin as t o  how h igh ly  
he regarded t h e  Catechism and every p a r t  of i t ,  as 
I myself heard i n  Wittenberg from h i s  mouth i n  an 
ed i fy ing  conversat ion with me and o t h e r s ,  and which 
it  is  w e l l  t o  remember. H e  spoke about i t  i n  t h i s  
way: ' J u s t  a s  Solomon's Can t i c l e s  is  c a l l e d  cantieurn 
c a n t i c o r m ,  The Song of Songs, s o  i s  t h e  f i r s t  

decalogue, t h e  Ten Comandments, d o c t r i n a  d o c t r i -  
narum, doc t r ine  of d o c t r i n e s ,  t h e  h ighes t  doc t r ine ,  
by which one knows ~ o d ' s  w i l l ,  what God demands of 
u s ,  and what a i l s  us, etc.  Secondly, so a r e  t h e  

, o r  t h e  h i s t o r i a  his tor ianum of our h o l y  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  a h i s t o r y  above a l l  h i s t o r i e s  and 
the  h ighes t  of a l l  h i s t o r i e s ,  i n  which a r e  pre- 
sented t o  us  t h e  unspeakable mirac les  of t h e  d iv ine  

't majesty from the beginning on t o  e t e r n i t y ,  how we 
and a l l  creatures are created by God, how we were 

1 redeemed by the  unfathomable love of the  Son of 
God (through His incarnation, s u f f e r i n g ,  death and 
resurr~c~ion), how we are also renewed by the  Holy 
S p i r i t ,  ~ a l r c t i f ' i e d ,  become n e w  creaeures, and are 
gatheit-d i i : ~ o  otle people of God, receive the  for- - 
givenesa cf sins and are eternally saved. T h i r d l y ,  
so Lhe o r r + i o  dominica the Lord" P r a y e r ,  is ---. --- ---- 3 

t i  r 9  zhe prayer o f  p r a y e r s  and the 
- nighest e pl=ay,, trhich the Most High Master has taught  
us and in which sre contained a l l  s p i r i t u a l  and 
b o d i l y  needs and rnighty comfort i n  a l l  temptat ions 
and a f f l i c t i o n s  and at t he  last  hour. Fourthly, 
so are the most worthy Sacraments ceremoniae e r e -  
moniarwn, the h ighes t  ceremonies, which God himself 
has prepared and instituted and w i t h  wlaich He 
s t rengthens  us  w i t h  H i s  g race ,  Therefore w e  should 
cer ta inly love the  Catechism and hold i t  i n  honor 
and d i l i g e n t l y  impress i t  upon t h e  young. Because 
i n  it t he  Christian church's correct ,  o l d ,  t r u e ,  
pure ,  d i v i n e  d o c t r i n e  is summarized, and whatever 

e. 

8 i s  contrary t o  it should be considered wor th less ,  
false and erroneous doctr ine ,  even if it has s tood  

i ever ss  Isnag, f o r  which we should be watchfile P'33 
4 

Fina l ly ,  we w i l l  conclude w i t h  t h e  In t roduct ion  
which Peter Pa l l ad ius  ( the  f irst  evange l i ca l  bishop 
i n  the  Sjoe l land  diocese, d i ed ,  1560) wrote t o  an 
e d i t i o n  of the Catechism "for Norwegian pas tors ."  
It goes lfke t h i s :  "Petrlus Pa l l ad ius  wishes t h e  
honorable l o r d s  and b ro the r s  i n  C h r i s t ,  p a s t o r s  i n  
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e. 

8 i s  contrary t o  it should be considered wor th less ,  
false and erroneous doctr ine ,  even if it has s tood  

i ever ss  Isnag, f o r  which we should be watchfile P'33 
4 

Fina l ly ,  we w i l l  conclude w i t h  t h e  In t roduct ion  
which Peter Pa l l ad ius  ( the  f irst  evange l i ca l  bishop 
i n  the  Sjoe l land  diocese, d i ed ,  1560) wrote t o  an 
e d i t i o n  of the Catechism "for Norwegian pas tors ."  
It goes lfke t h i s :  "Petrlus Pa l l ad ius  wishes t h e  
honorable l o r d s  and b ro the r s  i n  C h r i s t ,  p a s t o r s  i n  



Norway, e t e r n a l  s a lva t ion :  The Catechism a lone ,  
dear  l o r d s  and b r o t h e r s  i n  C h r i s t ,  works mirac les  
i n  these  times i n  which we l i v e  and moves g r e a t  
mountains from t h e  kingdom of darkness i n t o  t h e  
kingdom of b igh t ,  Because i t  teaches  b r i e f l y  and 
c l e a r l y  both  t h e  Law and &he Gospel, By t h e  Law 
is t h e  knowledge of s i n ,  through the  Gospel i s  
Eorgiveness of s i n s ;  which t w s  p a r t s  men a r e  lacking  
f o r  s a l v a t i o n :  because they bear  t h e  two p a r t s  of 
repentance:  repentance and f a i t h ;  because a broken 
and c o n t r i t e  h e a r t  comes from t h e  knowledge s f  s i n ;  
and by t he  hearing s f  the  Gospel,  f a i t h  i s  nur tured ,  
which alone j u s t i f i e s  before  God, because it c l i n g s  
to t h e  Eercy s f  God f o r  the sake of C h r i s t ,  Further, 
the decalogue in %he Catechism sumar izes  t he  Law, 
t ha t  is, the Ten Csmandments, in which a person can 
s e e  himself and his s$ns as i n  a m i r r o r ,  ss t h a t  he 
can be t e r r i f i ed  i n  h i s  conscience and be humble 
under the mighty hand sf  God, The Creed teaches  
the G0spe1 and f a i t h  i n  Jesus C h r i s t ,  because s f  
which a te r r i f ied  mind i s  r a i s e d  up aga in  and can 
r e c e i v e  t h e  forg iveness  of s i n s ,  r ighteousness  and 
e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  m e s e  th ings  a r e  t r u l y  obvious mira- 
c l e s ,  because they cannot happen by t h e  power of 
any man, But t h e  Holy Ghost c r e a t e s  such s t i r r i n g  
in m e n ' s  h e a r t s  by t h e  hear ing  of t h e  Law and 
Gospel, E w i l l  n o t  say anything h e r e  about t h e  
Lord 's  Prayer ,  which seeks from God what f s  lacking  
i n  su r  bodies  and s o u l s ;  nor abou-t t h e  Sacraments, 
which a r e  c e r t a i n ,  e x t e r n a l  s fgns  of G Q ~ ~ S  favor  
and the  forg iveness  of s i n s ,  Therefore now t h e  
Catechism a lone  works mi ra l ces  i n  t h e s e  t i m e s  and 
transfers men from t h e  centences of men and teachings  
of the  d e v i l  $0 t h e  teaching  of t h e  g s a ~ G s s p e 8 ,  which 
b r ings  s a l v a t i o n  t o  those  who b e l i e v e  i n  C h r i s t *  
Therefore, t o  you, dear l o r d s  and b r o t h e r s  i n  par- 
t i c u l a r ,  I c o r n a d  t h i s  l i t t l e  Catechism booklet  and 
beseech you f a r  the  sake sf  C h r i s t  t h a t  you teach  i t  

t h a t  is ,  thoroughly and completely) ,  commit t o  
ory  t h e  passages $Jkich it teaches ,  and f a i t h f u l l y  
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and d i l i g e n t l y  i n  a91 th ings  t each  t he  same t o  
your people; and so t h a t  you can easi ly be a b l e  
t o  accomplish t h i s ,  I give t o  each and every one 
of you t h i s  l i t t l e  book, i n  which I brLef%y and 
c lea r ly  explain the  Catechism, The which, if 
you will approve, I w i l l  w i th in  a sho r t  time, 
i f  God wills, send you more; as your God b ids ,  
Written i n  Copenhagen, t h e  26th day s f  Ju ly ,  
the  year of our Lord ,  1542. "34  

God bless the Catechism J u b i l e e  fest ival  in 
OUP csngrega t ion  f o r  Jesus' sake: dimen, 

This a r r+~" l . .  appeared in $he EvangeSgsk Luthersk 
Rirket idende .zhe oEffefaL organ of the a l d  Norwe- ----- 
gian Synod) i s  October, 1879, 

1, Mathesius, ----- The Life s f  the  Precious Nan sf  
God, Dr, Martin L~iicher, 

3.  Aurifaber's Preface to ~uthex's Table-Talk 
(CL566) 

4, 

Prinzzedoms, Duchies, Universities and C4ties - 
" , published by 

Caspar Mellissander, Jena,  1.572, 

5, Spangenberg, Cithara L u t h e r i ,  9 9 T e  

6 ,  B u r i f a b e r g s  Preface to ~utker's Table-Talk, 
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Bohemian Brethren" i n  a pub l i c  confessional 
m i t i n g  from the  year 1535, o f  which a p a r t  
i s  included in J , C ,  ~ s c h e f l  s Cateehetical 

Altenburg Edi t i on ,  V, 208, 
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20. Luther's Table-Talk, Fol io  53; co l l ec t ed  by 
Theodore Harnack, 
LutherPs Small Catechism, 

23, Small Catechism-School, Johaa Sehmidt9s e d i t i o n ,  
Strassburg, 1632, In~roduetion~ 

2 4 ,  The 2Pst o f  the  95 Theses with wbich he accorn- 
panied ~uther's 95 Theses, in 1819: see his 
autobiography. 

25, Zukl i@r% Table-Talk, F o l i o  53, 

27, Johan Lapseus,  Genuine Prophecies sf D r ,  M e  
Luther, 1578, C , L R  KnappBs e d i t i o n ;  co l l ec t ed  
by A,G, Rudelbaash, 
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30. Luther's introduction t o  t he  Large Catechism. 

32, A t  t w o  of our  d i s t r i ce  canventions t h i s  year 
(18791, the  undersigned was csm~lss ioned  to 
prepa re  a 8'Eemoriaf on the Small Catechism'" 
f o r  the  Jubilee Festival. I began on it, 
bu t  because o f  many unforeseen circuns2ances 
1 obl iged  to give up t h i s  ~ T O J  ec t  a If 
God wills, 1 hope later to be able t o  put 
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before the  readers what is in many respects 
a - first Danish translation 
of ~uther's Small Catechism (the so-called 
Knud ~ ~ l d e n s a  ernes Catechism) , translated 
by ~$rgere Jensen Sadolin, 1532, along with 
some historical enlightenment particularly 
about the editions sf our Catechism since 
the Reformation. E will only mention here 
that the Catechism edition which we use sterns 
from 1616 and was perhaps taken charge sf by 
Bishop Bans Poulsen Resen. Before that time 
an edition from 1538 was used, translated by 
Bishop Peter Palladius; k h i s  edition held its 
place in many places to the end of the 17th 
cemury and was called the old edition, while 
that from 1616 (which we use) continues to be 
called the -newe 

3 4 ,  @,H,Kalkar, Voices from the Danish Church of 
the Time of the Reformation, 

Markus Fredrik Wiese was born a t  Gjedesby, 
Fals ter ,  Denmark, May I k ,  1842, PPAfter having 
received pr ivate  instruction and a year a t  
J e l l i n g e  Seminary, he came t o  h e r i c a  i n  1863, 
For a br ief  period be remained i n  Chicago and then 
came ts Madison, Wisconsin, Here he met and becme 
closely associated with t h e  sa in ted  Rev. J ,  A ,  Otte- 
son and the  sainted Rev, H. A ,  Preus. Th~ough them 
he learned to ,  know the  glory m d  peace sf the  gospel 
sf Jesus Chr i s t ,  and was persuaded to study Theology 
a t  Coneosdia Seminary, S t .  Louis (1866-69) , While 
a student  he organized t h e  Danish Lutheran Church i n  
Indianapolis, Indiana, and upon h i s  graduation 

rved as i t s  p a s t o r  from 1869 to 1870, From 1876 
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t o  1873 he served a t  Muskego, Wisconsin; from 
1875 t o  1874, S t .  JohnPs  Danish Church, Chicago; 
and from 1874 t o  1890 a t  Pauxley, Iowa. Out of 
eonsiderat ion f o r  h i s  wife's heal th  he moved t o  
Decorah, Iowa, i n  1890 and served severa l  congre- 
ga t ions  as supply gas tor ,  while e d i t i n g  "Bud -- og 
Hilsen,9r  published i n  the i n t e r e s t  sf missions, 
From 1892-to 1918 he was pas to r  o f  the  Western 
Koshksnsng congregation nea r  Deerfie%&, Wisconsin, 
He resigned i n  1918 and moved t o  Cambridge, Wis- 
consin, which had been h i s  wife" early home*" 
(Prom the Lutheran Sent inel ,  January 3, 1934) 

 past^^ Wkese was a frewent  contr ibutor  to t h e  
perisdlcals of  h i s  church, He d ied  on December 27,  
%933.  !i%cer h i s  death,  h i s  valuable and extensive 
l ibraFy hacame the proper ty  o f  Bethany %%atheran 
College, s ~ d  when i t  was founded l a t e r ,  of  Bethany 
Lutheran Their3 og ica l  Seminary, tqarrkato, Minnesota, 
h a n g  t h e  many valuable books i n  this library was 
a f irs t  e d i t i o n  espy of t h e  Book sf Concord. 
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OPENING SERVICE 

BET TWOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

August 31, 1979 

Text: I Timothy 1:5: "But t h e  goal  of our in-  
s t r u c t i o n  i s  love  from a pure h e a r t  and 
a good conscience and a  s i n c e r e  f a i t h . "  
(NASB ) 

Dear Friends in Christ, but especially Seminary 
Students I 

Although our seminary classes have been meet- 
ing for several days, it is fitting that we ob- 
serve the opening of our seminary. As we do so, 
it is good that we think about objectives, both 
for ourselves and for our school - -  as students, 
as instru@tors, and as members of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod. 

There are a nmber o f  ways in which a seminary 
can be viewed, To some it may be like an auto- 
mobile assembly line, A person gets on the con- 
veyor belt arnd is carried along. As he moves 
along, bits of infomation and skills are added, 
When the end is reached, the student is ready 
to go, just as a new car is when it comes o f f  
the assembly line in Detroit or in the Twin 
Cities. 

$0 others, atkending a seminary is similar to 
getting on an elevator, As the student continues 
his studies in the seminary, he rises higher and 
higher. He rises closer to God, higher above the 
common people, and closer to perfection. To still 
others attending a seminary -- it is like a track 
meet, The seminary with its many classes presents 

series of hurdles between the student and his real 
objective, preaching the Gospel go real people~in 
a real situation, 

T b e r e  may be something of  an assembly line pic -  
t u r e  i n  attending a seminary, Students  are carried 
along by time through a series of classes.  S k i l l s ,  
knowledge, and experience are added. But the re  is 
nuch more than merely moving along toward a goal, 
It is Pssking forward ts That moment which i s  almsst 
as dranatic and as important as when Christ cal led  
St, P a u l  on t h e  Damascus road t o  be H i s  a p o s t l e ,  
I% i a  tha$ time wheal a. Christian congregation ex- 
tends a dixiine ca l l  f o r  a seminary graduate t o  serve 
in i ~ s  fila:3c3t and preach the  Gospel theye,  

T~F--;-zE d be an elevating effect  in attending 
a seira.i~a-.:~~. There should be improveanents i n  Chris-  
t i a n  k n w l c d g e  and skills and, above a l l ,  i n  f a i t h  
in Christ, Yau way know more, but you can never 
fee l  elevated before God, for you are  i n  need of 
t h e  Gaspel which you s&udy and wi l l  preach, Even 
t h e  g rea t  apostle called by Christ Himself sa id ,  
"1  a n  chief 05 sinnersefV And he spoke those  wo-sds, 
n o t  i n  t h e  pas t  tense,  but i n  t h e  present  tense ,  

As Ear t h e  seminary consisting o f  a series sf 
hurdles szrung out over four  )-ears, such a view is 
wrong, Each class is rather z rung an a laBder 
mvi-ssg t h e  student higher and closer ;o his gradu- 
z t i ~ n .  I t  is a milepost on $he ro2d toward 8. goal, 
One ~ ~ u s t  be competent t o  serve i i 2  the ministry, and 
the  seminary has a resgoszsibiiity to prepare yomg 
men f o r  the ul t imate  goal, Paul certainly warns 
against t h e  n a v i w  i n  t h e  ministry, but  says t h a t  
those who would be pastors  must be apt  ts teach. 
Skills must be present. 

Such misemphases r e a l l y  mean t h a t  the ul$imate 
goals are not clearly seen. Hence mention of them 
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i s  a warning t o  you agains t  a casual  approach, a 
se l f - r ighteous  approach, o r  a shallow approach t o  
study i n  the  seminary. We a r e  not  t o  p r o j e c t  our- 
se lves ,  our views, o r  our o m  personal goals  and 
place  them i n  c o n f l i c t  with what t h e  Apostle Paul 
s e t s  before us i n  our tex t .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
read what he s e t s  before young Timothy, who was 
working i n  t h e  Chr is t ian  congregation i n  Ephesus. 
The goals  which he set  before Timothy are not  
sweeping and flowery comawds, Rather, they  are 
surprising i n  t h e i r  simpPicity, They are simple 
and d i r ec t ,  &mce the re  can be no misunderstand- 
ing ,  but they kelp us all to appreciate what we are 
doing i n  our seminary, They axe f o r  &he benef i t  
o f  all, Let us hear aga in  the iyo3:ds s f  our t e x t :  

But t h e  goa l  of our fnst:ruct$on i s  lave 
from 23 pure  hearb and a good conscience and a 
sincere f a i t h ,  (NASB) 

TMs  i s  not what men wai:?:, The Ahpostli7 P m %  
shows t h i s  by beginning the t e x t  with a 
There wera-e false teachers i n  Ephesus hard at work 
t r y i n g  t o  Gisrupt "%he preack~ing of  t h e  Gospel, 
They stxessed nany ideas which were i n  conflict 
with the message s f  the  apos-L%e and wi t11  the  G G S -  
pe l  i t s e l f ,  They confused people with their c l a i i ~ ~ s  
o f  superior knowledge, Tlrey argued about th ings  
which i~pressed people, but which d i d  not  edify, 
The Apossle Paul wanted no pa r t  of t h i s ,  and he was 
Telling Timothy t o  t u r n  h i s  back on it a lso ,  

Ejence Paul issued h i s  Fnst~uetisws to Timoxhy -- 
~ r d e ~ s  - -  which also serve as t h e  basis f o r  our 
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  our seminary, There i s  one ultimate 
goal:  lave. This i s  a love f o r  God espec ia l ly  and 
alw f o r  our fellow man, But t h i s  i s  w s t  just an 
emotion hanging out i n  space, This love spr ings  

pure hear t ,  from a. good conscience, and frcm 
e r e  f a i t h ,  Each one of these  elements makes 

he r igh t  kind of  love. They a r e  the s o m e  and 
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a r e  coordinated together .  Yet f a i t h  i s  t h e  bas i s ,  
but an "unfeignedn f a i t h ,  I t  i s  a f a i t h  that.  i s  
unhypocri t ical ,  t h a t  r e s t s  i n  Chr i s t ,  the  Savior. 
He it i s  Who has kept t h e  Law p e r f e c t l y  and so  i s  
i t s  end, He it i s  Who p e r f e c t l y  suffered on the  
cross  as  t h e  Son sf God, the  God-man, so t h a t  His 
blood could cleanse us from a l l  our s i n s .  And the  
empty tomb is  the  mark of  H i s  success. Death could 
not  hold H i m ,  From t h i s  assurance i n  Christ and 
His vict6;lry comes a g o d  conscience, We stand be- 
fore  God forgiven through C h r i s t .  St, Paul t e l l s  
us: 9PThere is now no csndemnatiran f o r  those  who 
are i n  C h r i s U e s u s  ,'! Romans 8 : 1, !'Who w i l l  
b ~ j . ~ : ;  charge against G a d 3  e lec t?  "ad i s  t h e  
One ;'g:.. ,,z jas&if ies  ," Romans 8 : 3 3 ,  Finally, there 
is t);:,. "- pure hear t , ' !  Gad is t o  r u l e  i n  t h e  hear t  
sf the Gbrks t i an ,  I t  i s  dedicated $0 H i m  and t o  
H5.s se1-:1.3e far the great service H e  d i d  f o r  us 
i C i s  WE are dedicated t o  H i m .  

From these then will f l o w  rea l  love f o r  God 
and For His Word, in which He speaks to us, Me 
i s  the f i r s t  object  o f  ou r  love fo r  Me loved us 
so r i c h l y  in Christ, LkmJ. we who have t h i s  Gospel 
of Christ will wanz to share it with others ,  
Though our seminary studies we Pearn t o  know 
and f o r  ourselves. 'Then we w i l l  a lso  
want t o  be well prepared t o  serve others ,  so t h a t  
they too  may know Christ and also share Iiis 
blessings. May God then bless OUT work t h i s  year 
in the seminary -- teachers and students -- t h a t  
we may achieve these goals. We ask this f o r  
Jesus-sake, h e n ,  

-- G ,  E ,  Reichwald 
Acting President  



i s  a warning t o  you agains t  a casual  approach, a 
se l f - r ighteous  approach, o r  a shallow approach t o  
study i n  the  seminary. We a r e  not  t o  p r o j e c t  our- 
se lves ,  our views, o r  our o m  personal goals  and 
place  them i n  c o n f l i c t  with what t h e  Apostle Paul 
s e t s  before us i n  our tex t .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
read what he s e t s  before young Timothy, who was 
working i n  t h e  Chr is t ian  congregation i n  Ephesus. 
The goals  which he set  before Timothy are not  
sweeping and flowery comawds, Rather, they  are 
surprising i n  t h e i r  simpPicity, They are simple 
and d i r ec t ,  &mce the re  can be no misunderstand- 
ing ,  but they kelp us all to appreciate what we are 
doing i n  our seminary, They axe f o r  &he benef i t  
o f  all, Let us hear aga in  the iyo3:ds s f  our t e x t :  

But t h e  goa l  of our fnst:ruct$on i s  lave 
from 23 pure  hearb and a good conscience and a 
sincere f a i t h ,  (NASB) 

TMs  i s  not what men wai:?:, The Ahpostli7 P m %  
shows t h i s  by beginning the t e x t  with a 
There wera-e false teachers i n  Ephesus hard at work 
t r y i n g  t o  Gisrupt "%he preack~ing of  t h e  Gospel, 
They stxessed nany ideas which were i n  conflict 
with the message s f  the  apos-L%e and wi t11  the  G G S -  
pe l  i t s e l f ,  They confused people with their c l a i i ~ ~ s  
o f  superior knowledge, Tlrey argued about th ings  
which i~pressed people, but which d i d  not  edify, 
The Apossle Paul wanted no pa r t  of t h i s ,  and he was 
Telling Timothy t o  t u r n  h i s  back on it a lso ,  

Ejence Paul issued h i s  Fnst~uetisws to Timoxhy -- 
~ r d e ~ s  - -  which also serve as t h e  basis f o r  our 
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  our seminary, There i s  one ultimate 
goal:  lave. This i s  a love f o r  God espec ia l ly  and 
alw f o r  our fellow man, But t h i s  i s  w s t  just an 
emotion hanging out i n  space, This love spr ings  

pure hear t ,  from a. good conscience, and frcm 
e r e  f a i t h ,  Each one of these  elements makes 

he r igh t  kind of  love. They a r e  the s o m e  and 

- 38 - 

a r e  coordinated together .  Yet f a i t h  i s  t h e  bas i s ,  
but an "unfeignedn f a i t h ,  I t  i s  a f a i t h  that.  i s  
unhypocri t ical ,  t h a t  r e s t s  i n  Chr i s t ,  the  Savior. 
He it i s  Who has kept t h e  Law p e r f e c t l y  and so  i s  
i t s  end, He it i s  Who p e r f e c t l y  suffered on the  
cross  as  t h e  Son sf God, the  God-man, so t h a t  His 
blood could cleanse us from a l l  our s i n s .  And the  
empty tomb is  the  mark of  H i s  success. Death could 
not  hold H i m ,  From t h i s  assurance i n  Christ and 
His vict6;lry comes a g o d  conscience, We stand be- 
fore  God forgiven through C h r i s t .  St, Paul t e l l s  
us: 9PThere is now no csndemnatiran f o r  those  who 
are i n  C h r i s U e s u s  ,'! Romans 8 : 1, !'Who w i l l  
b ~ j . ~ : ;  charge against G a d 3  e lec t?  "ad i s  t h e  
One ;'g:.. ,,z jas&if ies  ," Romans 8 : 3 3 ,  Finally, there 
is t);:,. "- pure hear t , ' !  Gad is t o  r u l e  i n  t h e  hear t  
sf the Gbrks t i an ,  I t  i s  dedicated $0 H i m  and t o  
H5.s se1-:1.3e far the great service H e  d i d  f o r  us 
i C i s  WE are dedicated t o  H i m .  

From these then will f l o w  rea l  love f o r  God 
and For His Word, in which He speaks to us, Me 
i s  the f i r s t  object  o f  ou r  love fo r  Me loved us 
so r i c h l y  in Christ, LkmJ. we who have t h i s  Gospel 
of Christ will wanz to share it with others ,  
Though our seminary studies we Pearn t o  know 
and f o r  ourselves. 'Then we w i l l  a lso  
want t o  be well prepared t o  serve others ,  so t h a t  
they too  may know Christ and also share Iiis 
blessings. May God then bless OUT work t h i s  year 
in the seminary -- teachers and students -- t h a t  
we may achieve these goals. We ask this f o r  
Jesus-sake, h e n ,  

-- G ,  E ,  Reichwald 
Acting President  



ISRAELITE WORSHIP SITES IN PALESTINE 

by T. G. Gull ixson 

The placement of I s r a e l i t e  worship s i t e s  i n  
t h e  Promised Land was not  determined by t h e  people, 
o r  geography, o r  by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  The 
choice was completely God's. Moses t o l d  t h e  
Children of I s r a e l  before  they entered  Canaan: 
" ~ u t  unto t h e  p lace  which t h e  Lord your God s h a l l  
choose out  of a l l  your t r i b e s  t o  pu t  h i s  name t h e r e ,  
even unto h i s  h a b i t a t i o n  s h a l l  ye seek,  and t h i t h e r  
thou s h a l t  come" (Deuteronomy 1 2 ~ 5 ) .  Yet God's 
choice was no t  unre la ted  t o  f a c t o r s  of geography, 
p o l i t i c s ,  and h i s t o r y .  These f a c t o r s  become impor- 
t a n t  f o r  u s  t o  s tudy when they r e f l e c t  t h e  wisdom 
of God and when they in f luence  I s r a e l i t e  worship. 

One of t h e  most important f a c t o r s  was t h e  a b i l -  
i t y  of t h e  worship c e n t e r s  t o  uni fy  t h e  people to- 
ge the r  a s  a na t ion ,  a r e l i g i o n ,  and an e t h n i c  group. 
Few o t h e r  coun t r i e s  and peoples  had such u n i t y  f o r  
so  long a time a s  d id  t h e  Children of Abraham. For 
while  Egypt had a long h i s t o r y  of government under 
one r u l e r ,  t h e i r  many gods and p laces  of worship 
d iv ided  t h e  people a s  much a s  t h e  upper c a t a r a c t s  
separa ted  t h e  val ley-dwellers  from t h e  h i l l  country,  
The s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  f e r t i l e  c r e s e n t  was 
even more d iv ided ,  Each s t a t e ,  each v i l l a g e ,  and 
even each ind iv idua l  had t h e i r  own gods t o  worship 
and c a l l  on f o r  p ro tec t ion .  The words of Sennach- 
e r i b ,  king of Assyria ,  t o  Hezekiah r e f l e c t  t h i s  
d i v e r s i t y :  "Who was t h e r e  among a l l  t h e  gods of 
t hose  n a t i o n s  t h a t  my f a t h e r s  u t t e r l y  destroyed,  
t h a t  could d e l i v e r  h i s  people out  of my hand" 

XI Chronicles 32:14). The peoples  i n  t h e  land of 
Canaan were a l s o  a p a r t  of t h i s  d i v e r s i t y  of Wor- 
sh ip ,  It was t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  and e thn ic  
d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  Canaanites which allowed t h e  Chil- 
dren of I s r a e l  t o  f i g h t  them one a t  a time, i n s t ead  
of t h e i r  invading a people u n i f i e d  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  re-  
l i g i o n ,  and c u l t u r e .  

The u n i t y  of t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  i s  indeed remark- 
able.  Considering t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and geographical  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  P a l e s t i n e  from Joshua t o  King Saul ,  
one co;~ld  s e e  how un i ty  could e a s i l y  be  d i s so lved ,  
The f z c t o r s  of d i s u n i t y  a r e  ev ident  during t h e  
t imes of t h e  Judges, For t h e  k i l l s  which p ro tec t ed  
t h e  P s ~ z ~ e % i t e s  from the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  P h i l i s t i n e s  
a l s o  tended t a  i s o l a t e  them f r o n  each o t h e r ,  a s  
happened i n  anc ien t  Greece, Thus w e  read about 
i nd iv idua l s  g e t t i n g  away wi th  having t h e i r  own 
house-gods, doing whatever they d e s i r e d ,  and en- 
gaging i n  immoral p r a c t i c e s ,  Even t r i b e s  s t o l e  
such i d o l s  from o t h e r s  and s e t  up t h e i r  gods t o  
worship without  p u n i s h e n t  from o t h e r s  (Judges 17 
and 18) .  Canaanite c i t i e s  a l s o  show evidence of 
I s r a e l i t e  worship a p a r t  from t h e  c e n t r a l  God-given 
p lace .  This was seen a t  Arad, Beersheba, Lachish, 
Megiddo, and Nazor where a l t a r s  and even sanctu- 
a r i e s  resembled t h e  dimensions s f  t h e  Tabernacle.  
Yet i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  Children s f  I s r a e l  
were a b l e  t o  preserve  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  and r e l i g i o n  
by coming together  a t  t h e  Tabernacle and Temple, 
During t h e  very  same time, t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s ,  who 
were a l s o  fel lsw-invaders  of Canaan, l o s e  t h e i r  
i d e n t i t y  and c u l t u r e  f o r  l a c k  of suck uni fy ing  fac-  
t o r s  held by t h e  I s r a e l i t e s ,  

I n  t h e  wi lderness ,  t h e  Children of I s r a e l  were 
con t inua l ly  i n  t h e  presence of t h e  Tabernacle.  
While It d i d  not  keep them from complaining, t h e  
Tabernacle and o t h e r  s i g n s  of God's presence kept  
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Children of I s r a e l  before  they entered  Canaan: 
" ~ u t  unto t h e  p lace  which t h e  Lord your God s h a l l  
choose out  of a l l  your t r i b e s  t o  pu t  h i s  name t h e r e ,  
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of God and when they in f luence  I s r a e l i t e  worship. 

One of t h e  most important f a c t o r s  was t h e  a b i l -  
i t y  of t h e  worship c e n t e r s  t o  uni fy  t h e  people to- 
ge the r  a s  a na t ion ,  a r e l i g i o n ,  and an e t h n i c  group. 
Few o t h e r  coun t r i e s  and peoples  had such u n i t y  f o r  
so  long a time a s  d id  t h e  Children of Abraham. For 
while  Egypt had a long h i s t o r y  of government under 
one r u l e r ,  t h e i r  many gods and p laces  of worship 
d iv ided  t h e  people a s  much a s  t h e  upper c a t a r a c t s  
separa ted  t h e  val ley-dwellers  from t h e  h i l l  country,  
The s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  f e r t i l e  c r e s e n t  was 
even more d iv ided ,  Each s t a t e ,  each v i l l a g e ,  and 
even each ind iv idua l  had t h e i r  own gods t o  worship 
and c a l l  on f o r  p ro tec t ion .  The words of Sennach- 
e r i b ,  king of Assyria ,  t o  Hezekiah r e f l e c t  t h i s  
d i v e r s i t y :  "Who was t h e r e  among a l l  t h e  gods of 
t hose  n a t i o n s  t h a t  my f a t h e r s  u t t e r l y  destroyed,  
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them from worshiping o the r  gods. With t h e  conquest 
and s e t t l i n g  of t h e  Promised Land, t h e  Tabernacle 
became s t a t i o n a r y  and separa ted  from t h e  people, 
They had t o  t r a v e l  t o  i t  f o r  t h e i r  worship, That 
some I s r a e l i t e s  turned towards Canaanite gods was 
due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  l a c k  of such a  cons tant  reminder 
of God's presence, 

The f i r s t  mention which we have of t h e  Tabernacle 
being s e t  up i n  t h e  land of Canaan i s  found i n  Joshua 
18:1 "And t h e  whole congregation of t h e  ch i ld ren  of 
I s r a e l  assembled together  a t  Shi loh,  and s e t  up t h e  
t abe rnac le  of t h e  congregation t h e r e * "  Since t h e  
book of Joshua does not  say t h a t  t h e  Lord appointed 
t h i s  p l a c e  as t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  Tabernacle,  we 
must assume t h a t  God had spoken t o  Joshua a t  some 
unrecorded time, 

The a r e a  around t h e  town of Shi loh was a t  t h e  
same time d i f f i c u l t  t o  reach  and y e t  a c c e s s i b l e  from 
many p a r t s  of t h e  country,  Get t ing  t o  t h e  town was 
d i f f i c u l t  because of t h e  b a r r i e r  e s t ab l i shed  by t h e  
h i l l s  of Ephraim which surround t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
Shi loh.  Travel through t h e  h i l l s  was not  easy 
except on t h e  main watershed road,  This s i t u a t i o n  
helped make Shiloh easy t o  defend, s ince  a  few 
passes  could be held by a  smal l  army. The town 
has  a  l a r g e  p l a i n  t o  t h e  south  and west of t h e  town 
which was probably a b l e  t o  support  it i f  armies cu t  
Shi loh of f  from t h e  t r a d e  rou te s .  The s e c u r i t y  of 
Ski loh,  which was provided by t h e  h i l l s  and God's 
p ro tec t ion ,  i s  proven by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  town 
remained t h e  cen te r  of I s r a e l i t e  worship f o r  fou r  
hmndred yea r s ,  

Another reason t h a t  Shi loh was no t  easy t o  reach  
was t h a t  i t  was not  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  major north-  
south  t r a d e  r o u t e  t h a t  r a n  along t h e  watershed d iv ide ,  
Its loca t ion  fou r  o r  f i v e  mi l e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h a t  
r o u t e  i s  descr ibed  i n  t h e  book of Judges 21:19 

 here is  a f e a s t  of t h e  Lord i n  Shiloh yea r ly  i n  
a  p l ace  which i s  on the  no r th  s i d e  of Bethel ,  on 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  s f  t h e  highway t h a t  goeth up from 
Bethel  t o  Shechem, and on t h e  south  of Lebonah." 
Since Shiloh was off  t h e  main road ,  a  s p e c i a l  
e f f o r t  had t o  be made i n  order  t o  v i s i t  t h e  Taber- 
n a c l e  and t o  a t t e n d  i t s  ceremonies. One could say 
t h a t  t h e  Lord designed i t  t h i s  way not  only f o r  
defense,  but  a l s o  a s  a  t e s t  f o r  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s ,  

Yet t h e  t o m  s f  Shi loh was not  i naccess ib l e .  
For while  i t  was not  on t h e  main t r a d e  rou te ,  
S h i l s h  was c l o s e  enough t o  i t  s o  t h a t  the  d i s -  
pe rsed  t r i b e s  could reach t h e  Tabernacle without  
undo hardship ,  The people who came t o  worship 
there d i d  no t  have t o  t r a v e l  through enemy t e r r i -  
t o r y  i n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n s  o r  through t h e  dry re -  
g ions  aE the  Jordan River a s  t h e  Gal i leans  did i n  
JesusP day, The t r a d e  r o u t e  r an  from Beersheba i n  
the south  t o  Bethshean i n  t h e  no r th  along t h e  
Jordan River ,  

J u s t  as no t r i b e  was slut o f f  from worshiping 
a t  Shiloh because sf geography o r  p o l i t i c s ,  so  
a l s o  Shiloh was re%ativelqT central  t o  the cocmtry. 
The t r ibe  of Simeon t o  t h e  south  had t o  t ravel  no 
far ther  than the  t r i b e  of Ban in the  nor th ,  Nei- 
t h e r  w a s  t h e  Tabernacle inaccessible to t he  t r i b e s  
sf  t h e  Trans-Jordan by being $00 far  south  f o r  
half-Manassek o r  too f a r  north f o r  Reuben, The 
Jordan c ross ings  near  Bethshean and Jer icho  with 
$be east-west r o u t e s  leading t o  Shechem and Gi lga l  
provided ready avenues of approach f o r  p i lgr ims  
and worshipers ,  There were also good roads whiek 
descended t o  the  c o a s t a l  p l a i n s  near ShecRem and 
Jerusalem, 

While Shi loh  w a s  t h e  cen te r  of r e l i g i o u s  worship 
f o r  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s ,  i t  was not  t h e  c e n t e r  of t r i b a l  
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  Shi loh  may have been t h e  c a p i t a l  
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c i t y  whi le  Joshua l i v e d , l  bu t  i t  d e f i n i t e l y  was 
not a capital under t h e  Judges. The Judges usua l ly  
ru l ed  %he people from t h e i r  home toxms, This sepa- 
r a t i o n  of r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  centers w a s  both 
advantageous and de t r imen ta l  f o r  the  na t ion ,  Advan.- 
t ages  came from. the f a c t  t h a t  when the people went 
t o  Shiloh t o  worship the  Lord, they were n o t  d i s -  
tracted by matters  of government. Nor could the  
inevitable cc r rup t i sn  which accampanies years s f  

i s  illustrated by Gideon who made 
ed the Israel i tes away from the  
Because Ophrah was ten  miles south 

rnae le  remained 

eke sacr i f ices ,  
sam~.,~e: 2: 2 2 , 2 9 ) ,  

cen<zex=s ~ ~ p - - j ~ ~ >  

a-.-,A.a,r i r  en,a, Jcshm,, "hee 2eop2.e g a ~ h e ~ e c i  zit Shil~h 
tames: Tne selection oZ t r i b a l  areas (Joshua 

:he Tequest for  c i t i e s  by the Levites 
ua %B:1-2), and the council  s f  war against 

Jordan (Joshua %2:P2), 

-- 44 - 

l a t e r  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  devas t a t ion  a s  an 
example of what w i l l  happen t o  Jerusalem: "But 
go ye  now unto my p lace  which w a s  i n  Shi loh,  where 
I s e t  my name a t  t h e  f i r s t ,  and s e e  what I did  t o  
i t  f o r  t h e  wickedness of my people I s r a e l "  (Sere- 
miah 7:12,  c , f ,  Jer, 26:6-91, 

A f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of Shilob we do not  have 
a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  s f  what happened t o  t h e  Tabernacle,  
The a r k  of t h e  covenant remained a t  Kir jath-jear im 
f o r  twenty yea r s  a f t e r  it was recovered from t h e  
P h i l i s t i n e s  and w a s  no t  used f o r  worship, Ramah 
became t h e  p o l i t i c a l  center s f  the t h e o c r a t i c  r u l e  
because Samuel l ived there and went out  on h i s  tou r s  
of th:: cei-iatry from t h a t  town, %k seems tha% t h e  
Tabern;.cla was packed up 3rd s e n t t o  t h e  vi l lage of 
Nsb, j t z s ~  nor~h--eas t  s f  $erusa%em, From t h e  inci- 
dent  of D2vi$'s v i s i t  to No% (I Samuel 2 l ) ,  we know 
thac Ahirn~lech served as Migh Pr i e s t  a t  the  Taber- 
nac le .  And since David w a s  given s h e ~ ~ b r e a d  from 
t h e  Tabernacle, w e  can assume t h a t  the ceremonial 
Saws coneinued t o  b~ observed at t h i s  place, But 
dur ing  t h i s  t roub led  t i m e  i n  Israelite history, 
we do no t  know i f  t h i s  was considered t o  be a per- 
manent s i t e  o r  I f  t h e  Tabernacle was moved around, 
It i s  recorded t h a t  i n   avid's time the  Tabernacle 
r e s i d e d  .a2 Gibeon:: "For &he tabernacle o f  the Lord 
which Moses made i n  $he wil$e:cness, and t h e  al-ar 
sf t he  burnt o f f e r i n g ,  %sere a t  t h s t  season in the  
high place a t  Gibeon" (1 Chronicles 21:29), One 
could suppose t h a t  af~er the  terribLe slaughter of 
priests  at Nob By the  hand of Saul ,  the Tabernacle 
was moved t o  Gibeon since the pries%s had ts keep 
pure f r o m  touching anything dead (Numbers %4:11), 
In  1 Chronicles 16:37-39 i t  i s  wz i t t en  tha t  Asah 
ministered be fo re  the ark of the csvenant which 
David had brought to Jerusalem, and Zadok continued 
$0 serve "befare t h e  tabernacle of t h e  Lord i n  t h e  
h igh  p l ace  t h a t  was a t  Gibeon," This shows t h a t  
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o ld  Tabernacle even though worship had begun a t  
t h e  new t e n t  wi th  t h e  a r k  of t h e  covenant i n  Jeru- 
salem. The Bible  records  t h a t  Solomon worshiped 
a t  t he  Tabernacle i n  Gibeon soon a f t e r  h i s  corona- 
t i o n .  "And t h e  king went t o  Gibeon t o  s a c r i f i c e  
t h e r e ;  f o r  t h a t  was t h e  g rea t  high place."* It was 
during t h i s  v i s i t  a t  Gibeon t h a t  t h e  Lord appeared 
t o  Solomon i n  a dream and s a i d ,  "Ask what I s h a l l  
g ive  thee." 

The f i n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  Taber- 
n a c l e  i s  found i n  I Kings 8:3 when t h e  work on t h e  
new Temple had been completed. "And they brought 
up t h e  a r k  of t h e  Lord, and t h e  t abe rnac le  of t h e  
congregation, and a l l  t h e  holy v e s s e l s  t h a t  were 
i n  t h e  tabernac le ."  This 'Tent of Meeting ( N I v ) '  
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Tabernacle b u i l t  by Hoses. By t h i s  
a c t i o n ,  t h e  worship of t h e  Children of I s r a e l  was 
aga in  centered i n  one p l ace ,  phys ica l ly  and s p i r -  
i t u a l l y .  

While t h e  worship and governorship of I s r a e l  
was d i r e c t e d  by God, t h e  p l aces  of worship d i d  have 
p o l i t i c a l  s ign i f i cance .  The Tabernacle a t  Shi loh 
i n  Ephraim and t h e  Temple a t  Jerusalem i n  Judah- 
Benjamin gave these  t r i b e s  l eade r sh ip  of a sense  
among t h e  o the r  t r i b e s ,  The importance of p o l i t i c s  
concerning worship s i t e s  i s  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  
t r i b e s  of Trans-Jordan. The t r i b e s  of Reuben, Gad, 
and half-Manasseh b u i l t  an a l t a r  on t h e i r  s i d e  of 
t h e  Jordan. Upon hear ing  of t h i s  deed, t h e  o t h e r  
t r i b e s  i n  Canaan gathered f o r  war, saying t o  them: 
"What t r e s p a s s  is  t h i s  t h a t  ye  have committed 
a g a i n s t  t h e  God of I s r a e l ?  Rebel no t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
LORD, nor r e b e l  a g a i n s t  u s ,  i n  bu i ld ing  you an a l t a r  

Kings 3 : 4 ,  See 11 Chronicles 1:3-12 which 
f t h e  l a r g e  crowd t h a t  accompanied Solomon 

housand burnt  o f f e r i n g s  he  made on t h e  
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bes ide  t h e  a l t a r  s f  t h e  LORD our ~ o d "  (Joshua 22:  
1 6 ,  1 9 ) .  This a c t  was taken t o  be a r e b e l l i o n  
not  only aga ins t  God, but  a l s o  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o l i t i -  
c a l  u n i t y  of t h e  o t h e r  t r i b e s ,  T r i b a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  
and r e l i g i o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were thus  viewed a s  
one u n i t *  A break i n  owe meant a break i n  ax% 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f o r  t hese  people. 

It was perhaps f o r  p o l i t i c a l  reasons t h a t  
Gideon made an ephod of gold and c l o t h  captured 
from the Midiani tes .  Refusing t h e i r  o f f e r  t o  be 
made a king,  he could have wanted t o  in f luence  
t h e m  i n  a more s u b t l e  way. Cer t a in ly  it caused 
the Children of I s r a e l  t o  go worship a t   ide eon's 
home and t o  t u r n  and worship Baal when he had 
died ( Judges  8:27, 33) ,  

The b a t t l e  of Ebenezer provides another  i l l u s -  
t r a t i o n  of %he i n f luence  of r e l i g i o n  on p o l i k i c s ,  
Because the  w ~ r d  af God "was p r e ~ i o u s  in those  
days" of E l i ,  when Samuel heard t h e  voice sf t h e  
Lord ,  t h e  Bible says '"a4 Israel from Dan $0 Beer- 
sheha recognized thst Samuel was at tes ted as a 
prophet  of t h e  ~sr9.d" (I Sa=uel 3 : 2 Q  M I V ) ,  Cer- 
t a i n l y  t h i s  awakened many f r o m  the i r  s p i r i t u a l  
sleep. Perhaps i t  a l s o  arrrakened them p o l i t i c a l l y  
since they banded togetRer t o  f i g h t  the  P h i l i s t i n e s ,  
From t h i s  b a t t l e  w e  see how p c l i t i c s  and r e l i g i o n  
came together in t h e i r  minds as %hcy brought the  
a rk  of t he  covenant t o  the  battlefield. By u s i n g  
the  a r k  as an emblem and not  putting t he i r  t r u s t  
i n  God a b a e ,  they were defeated, 

L a t e r  on, t h e  altar became a p o l i t i c a l  and 
r e l i g i o u s  symbol. One example of t h i s  is found 
a t  t h e  beginning of the  d i v i d e d  kingdoms when 
Jeroboam made Shechem h i s  c a p i t o l  and set  up gol- 
den ca lves  a t  Dan and Bethel ,  H i s  reasons were 
c h i e f l y  p o l i t i c a l :  "If  t h i s  people go up t o  do 
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s a c r i f i c e  i n  t h e  house of t h e  LORD a t  Jerusalem, 
then s h a l l  t h e  h e a r t  of t h i s  people t u r n  aga in  unto 
t h e i r  l o r d ,  even unto Rehoboam king of Judahe' 
(I Kings 1 2 ~ 2 7 ) ~  H i s  choice of Dan and Bethel  was 
two-fold: f i r s t  t o  keep t h e  people wi th in  h i s  bor- 
d e r s  and secondly t o  consecra te  those  borders ,  i n  
a pagan sense,  by t h e i r  presence. This  i s  espec- 
i a l l y  t r u e  of Bethel which Lay c l o s e  t o  t h e  Judean 
Kingdom and t h e  southern border ,  

It may have been a common p r a c t i c e  i n  Canaan t o  
s e t  up p laces  of worship along border l i n e s ,  Per- 
haps t h i s  was t h e  reason %or t h e  a l t a r  a &  t h e  for -  
t r e s s  of Arad, t h e  southern-most outpos t  of t h e  
Judean Kingdom, a t  Eachish which bordered P h i l i s t i a ,  
and a t  Hazor which was t h e  l a s t  I s r a e l i t e  c i t y  along 
t h e  V i a  Mares t r a d e  r o u t e ,  I f  t h e  c i t i e s  became 
c e n t e r s  of worship, t h e  p e o p l e  would be mare inc l ined  
$0 remain s e t t l e d  t h e r e  and p r o t e c t  t hese  borders ,  
The Moslem Temple a t  Jerusalem and t h e  holy s h r i n e s  
along t h e  Mediterranean coas t  a l s o  r e f l e c t  t h i s  
th inking ,  

More examples are no t  needed, Brief  r e fe rence  
can be made $0 the Samaritans whose temple on M t ,  
Gerizim divided t h e  Jews of G a l i l e e  from those  of 
Judea, And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many v l l l a g e s  had t h e i r  
o m  high p laces  a l s o  represented  a wish t o  be 
separate from Jerusalezm r e l i g i o u s l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y ,  
It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  t h e  kingdom sf 
Is rae l  continued ts maintain a sepa ra t ion  between 
the r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  centers even a f t e r  f o r t y  
years s f  t h e i r  union under Solomon, 

Indeed, t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  Temple by King 
Solomon marked a change i n  po l i cy .  No longer  were 
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  c e n t e r s  divided i n  Judah* 
Jerusalem became t h e  f o c a l  po in t  s f  a l l  f u t u r e  wor- 
s h i p  and, f o r  Judeans, government. The Old Testa- 
ment d e f i n i t e l y  records  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God chose 

Jerusalem a s  t h e  p l ace  of worship. The anc ien t  
song dec la re s :   or t h e  LORD ha th  chosen Zion; 
he ha th  des i r ed  i t  f o r  h i s  h a b i t a t i o n .  This i s  
my r e s t  forever :  he re  w i l l  I dwell ;  f o r  I have 
des i r ed  i t .  l j 3  

This choice a l s o  involved geographical  and 
p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  which had some s i m i l a r i t i e s  a s  
w e l l  a s  some b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  wi th  t h e  Taber- 
n a c l e  a t  Shiloh. Jerusalem was l i k e  Shiloh i n  
t h a t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  armies t o  approach and 
t o  capture .  The holy c i t y  was surrounded by h i l l s  
which blocked t r a v e l  except through t h e  v a l l e y s .  
The s t e e p  v a l l e y s  of Hinnom and Kidron prevented 
a t t a c k  from t h r e e  s i d e s  of t h e  c i t y .  Only from the  
no r th  could a t t a c k  be made e a s i l y .  Even from t h e  
no r th ,  t h e  passes  and roads which allowed t r a v e l  
i n t o  t h e  h i l l  country of Judah from t h e  west were 
de fens ib l e  and d i f f i c u l t  f o r  s i e g e  t r a i n s  t o  accom- 
pany t h e  army invading Jerusalem. I n  those  days, 
without  t h e  worry of modern a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  h i l l s  
which surrounded Jerusalem could indeed make one 
f e e l  secure  a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy, a s  one Psalm pu t  
i t :  "As t h e  mountains a r e  round about Jerusalem, 
so  t h e  Lord i s  round about h i s  people from hence- 
f o r t h  even forever .  l r 4  

Jerusalem was a l s o  l i k e  Shiloh I n  t h a t  t h e  
Temple and Tabernacle d id  not  rest upon t h e  h ighes t  

jPsalm 132:13-14. Psalm 78~67 -69  i s  more spec i -  
f i c :  "Moreover he refused t h e  t abe rnac le  of Joseph, 
and chose no t  t h e  t r i b e  of Ephraim: But chose t h e  
t r i b e  of Judah, t h e  mount Zion which he  loved, And 
he  b u i l t  h i s  sanc tuary  l i k e  h igh  pa laces ,  l i k e  t h e  
e a r t h  which he ha th  e s t a b l i s h e d  forever , ' '  See a l s o  
1 Chronicles  21:28 t o  22: l  and I1 Chronicles  7 ~ 1 6 .  

4 ~ s a l m  125:2, s e e  a l s o  Psalm 1 2 l : l .  
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ment d e f i n i t e l y  records  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God chose 

Jerusalem a s  t h e  p l ace  of worship. The anc ien t  
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without  t h e  worry of modern a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  h i l l s  
which surrounded Jerusalem could indeed make one 
f e e l  secure  a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy, a s  one Psalm pu t  
i t :  "As t h e  mountains a r e  round about Jerusalem, 
so  t h e  Lord i s  round about h i s  people from hence- 
f o r t h  even forever .  l r 4  

Jerusalem was a l s o  l i k e  Shiloh I n  t h a t  t h e  
Temple and Tabernacle d id  not  rest upon t h e  h ighes t  

jPsalm 132:13-14. Psalm 78~67 -69  i s  more spec i -  
f i c :  "Moreover he refused t h e  t abe rnac le  of Joseph, 
and chose no t  t h e  t r i b e  of Ephraim: But chose t h e  
t r i b e  of Judah, t h e  mount Zion which he  loved, And 
he  b u i l t  h i s  sanc tuary  l i k e  h igh  pa laces ,  l i k e  t h e  
e a r t h  which he ha th  e s t a b l i s h e d  forever , ' '  See a l s o  
1 Chronicles  21:28 t o  22: l  and I1 Chronicles  7 ~ 1 6 .  

4 ~ s a l m  125:2, s e e  a l s o  Psalm 1 2 l : l .  



h i l l s  of t h e  country,  They were no t  t o  be  l i k e  
t h e  pagan high p l aces  o r  l i k e  t h e  Sa 
on top of M t .  Gerizim. The h i l l s  surrounding 
Jerusalem and Shiloh were much higher  and gave 
s h e l t e r  t o  t h e s e  c i t i e s ,  

The d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  t o  Jerusalem l a y  
i n  t h e  c i t y  being over twenty mi les  f u r t h e r  south  
of S h i l s h  and thus  not  being centered i n  t h e  king- 
dom, The bulk of t h e  populat ion was f u r t h e r  no r th  
of Jerusalem i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  lands  of Ephraim, 
Manasseh and what was l a t e r  c a l l e d  G a l i l e e ,  For 
those  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  f a r  n o r t h ,  t h e  t r i p  was 
long and d i f f i c u l t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  during those  t imes 
when t h e  Jews had t o  c ross  t h e  Jordan twice ,  Per- 
haps t h i s  d i s t a n c e  was another  reason f o r  Jero-  
boam's i d o l s  a t  Dan and Bethel  being welcomed by 
some of t h e  people,  

Under the  divided kingdom J e u u s a l m  was not  
even c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  kingdom of Judah. The city 
was only a few mi les  from the border  of I s r a e l .  
T h i s  proximity made t h e  people of t h e  c i t y  f e e l  
constant danger and exposure t o  a t t a c k  from t h e  
n o r t h ,  The measure s f  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  can be  seen 
i n  I Kings 15:l6-22, which t e l l s  about Baasha, 
King of I s rae l ,  who began t o  f o r t i f y  the v i l l a g e  
of Ramah, The r e a c t i o n  of t h e  Judean k ing  Asa 
w a s  t o  t a k e  money from the Temple t r e a s u r y  and 
sand i t  t o  t h e  Syrian Ben-Hadad, f o r  which deed 
he was admonished by God, And when Ben-Hadad had 
defea ted  I s r a e l ,  t h e  people of Jerusalem tare 
down the s tones  s f  Ramah and used them ts b u i l d  
up Geba and Mizpah a g a i n s t  the nor thern  kingdom. 

The d i f f i c u l t y  s f  coming up from the south  
t o  Jerusalem l a y  i n  having t o  climb t h e  Hebron 
b i l l s ,  h i c k  were sf  a h igher  e l eva t ion  than  t h e  
holy c i t y ,  Water and endurance were needed t o  
t r a v e r s e  t h e  wi lderness  t h a t  separa ted  Jerusalem 

from Seriehs and t he  Dead Sea area, i n  JesusB 
day most o f  the p e ~ p l e  travebs-d thxoirgh t h i s  
wilderness because of Samaria, The robbers  d i d  
n o t  ke lp  e i t he r ,  

But neither was Jerusalem inaccess ib le  6 0  

those wias w i s h e d  te wsrship there ,  Two t r ade  

I._.. - 3 t . -  uy s k i l o h  has a43 eady  beerl aenj--~n&, Jerus;-zlem 
a p k i t  or' t ha t  ro l l t e e  'rhe e i E y  :;jas also a m a j o r  
pi ('a? 
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the  rnoPsture they needed to grow i h e i r  crops. 
.-- 
u =*haps ..-,"F t h i s  depezldence upon $he Lord was one 
rsassa why the kingdom c" 

'-a $L  J ~ d . a h  remained f a i t h f u l  
2s God 1.onger than  t h a t  of Israel, 

Waile there were some disadvantages t o  having 
the  Ternple and the  c a p i t o l  i n  t h e  same city, t h i s  
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s i tua t i c r r  d i d  f i x  Jer~maPiem as t h e  permanent ten- 

ter of w6srs"nlp in t h e  minds of t h e  p e o p l e .  This 
attitude is seen from t h e  return of the Babylonian 
exiles whose firsz caneern was to restore  t h e  Tem- 
ple and rebu i ld .  t h e  c i t y ,  No longer d i d  these re- 
tu rned  txiles worship at altars and high places 
which the i r  aneescsrs hed used, Their a t t e n t i o n  
was directed t o  Jerusalem an3 i t s  worship.  U n t i l  
the destrsction 05 Jerusalem under T i t u s  in 7 0  A . D , ,  
p i lg r ims-  f ~ o x  a l l  over t h e  known world flocked t o  
the  Hol-y C i t y  ts riorship God i n  the Temple, es- 
pecially Qn the  Feast 02 Ehe Passover, It was t h i s  
f c c , : ~  c f  worship and devetasn towards Jerusalem and 
what it sto.1.i Eorr t h a c  e2aCi.e.d t t i z  ministry of 
Jesus  ac$ i a&er  of " "  XIIS apcs-r les $ - be effective in 
s e a c h r ~ g  sr; md-h r~;f tire r+jox.?Jis l ~ ; l a t i i a n ,  bo th  
Beba ew agj 3en.t i l e  A 

,-7l il * -  I :~uc; 23,: Ta:-e:,?zc?,i 2 :  3 1 1 . i ~ ~  2nd t he  Temple at 
Jeri isalea 216 U Greater i :po:~; i? -~  '-h2n j u s t  t he  
gesg raph tcz i  ,ad p o l i t i c z l  features d i s cus sed  above, 
For these c r : i i~ ip  sites x t re  a p a r t  of t h e  prepara- 
tion ef C;.:i f n r  the rQr,Z:Lcg 3 f  the Messiah and t h e  
salvac L -i c i: w s r P d ,  Surely t he  'Fakernacle and 
the  P-.sst of Esotlsa were a cs.qstan$: reminder of 
grace ai2d nr~cfction of t h e  Lord during the wander- 
ing in rha bziLderness. I: became a sign of bless- - ing in the Vrsinised Land, 2 ;  God promised: "I will 
set wy kabernacZe zmong ysn: and my s o d  shall not  
abhcr 5 ~ u  And 1 will walk among you, and will be 
your f%d, a ~ ~ d  ;-e s h a l l  be z;? people, l r  6 

-r *- ihe  Tabernacle reminded t h e  people  o f  ~h;hat 

Gcd h z a  dcne in t h e  past, s u r e l y  t h e  Temple pointed 

5- raaTrn - 137 presents a pueric expression of 
the  exi2es"longiog f a r  Jerusalem, 

forward t o  t h e  g l o r i e s  which t h e  Lord promised t o  
b r i n g  them through t h e  coming Messiah, The Lord 
had chosen Jerusalem,  as H e  s a i d  t o  Solomon: ''1 
have chosen and s a n c t i f i e d  this house,  that my 
name may be  t h e r e  f o r e v e r :  and my eyes  and mine 
heart  s h a l l  be there. p e r p e t u a l l y "  (I ChronirsEes 
7:16). By t h i s  choice and promise,  Jerusalem and 
t h e  House of God were un i t ed  a s  the p l a c e  af worship 
f o r  the  C h i l d r e n  of I s r a e l .  For a thousand y e a r s  
t h e  Temple was t h e  focus and a t t e n t i o n  o f  f a i t h f u l  
worsh ipers  a l l  over t h e  world,  Under t h e  r u l e  and 
idolatry of Jeroboam, Israelites f locked  to s t a y  i n  
Judah so that t hey  could worship  a t  t h e  Temple. 
This 1.appe::ed aga in  i n  the  days of King Asa when 
he s o u g i $ t  i - 0  r e t u r n  t o  the  t r u e  worship.7  And 
though tk.9 returned B s b r e w  exiles d i d  no t  have r e a l  
politics' power: under t h e  Persian,  Greek, and Roman 
Empires, ~ 5 e  r e s to red  Jerusalem remained the r e l i -  
g ious  cap i ta l  ts aL l  t h e  Chi ldren  of I s r a e l  i n  t h e  
w o r l d .  The desecrations of t h e  Temple and t h e  laws 
aga ins t  I s rae l i t e  worship made by Antiochus L I T  
caused t h e  Maccabees to rebel and r e c a p t u r e  t h e  
Holy C i t y ,  And l a t e r  t h e  Gospel of Luke tells about 
people l i k e  Zacharias, Sirneon, and Anna who f a i t h -  
f u l l y  worshiped i n  t h e  Temple  "r3raiting f o r  t h e  con- 
s o l a t i o n  of Israel." We are told t ha t  Joseph and 
Mary went t o  t h e  Temple at, least  once a year f o r  
the  Passover. Therefore, when the  Temple w a s  
f i n a l l y  destroyed i n  7 0  A , D , ,  iZ: marked a  fmda- 
leeneai change i n  t h e  way t h a t  non-Christian J e w s  
r*rasrshiped, 

There were many prophesies which God made con- 
cerning Jerusal.em, The p r o p k t  J o e l  s a i d  t h a t  

~ I L  Chronicles L1:13-17 t e l l  of the  priests  
X,evi+es who l e f t  ex~erything t o  worship  God; 
1 5 : 9  speaks of people coming t o  Judah from 
a i m ,  Manesseh, and Sirneon "when they say t h a t  

he Lord was with h i m . ' '  
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wwhosoever s h a l l  c a l l  on the  name of t h e  Lord 
s h a l l  be  de l ivered:  f o r  i n  Mount Zion and i n  
Jerusalem s h a l l  be del iverance9'  ( J o e l  2:32), 
This  de l iverance  was a  p a r t  of I s r a e l ' s  hope, 
which has  o f t e n  mistaken f o r  worldly ga in ,  But 
t h e r e  were s t i l l  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  l i k e  Zacharias ,  
who s a i d :  "That we being de l ive red  out  of t h e  
hand of our enemies might s e rve  him without  f e a r "  
(Luke 1:7 '4 ) .  The anc ien t  prophets  proclaimed 
t h a t  Jerusalem would be important when t h e  Messiah 
came, There We would teach  them t h e  ways of t h e  
Lord and render  judgments among t h e  people (Micah 
4:l-4).  God caused t h e  Prophet Zechariah t o  w r i t e :  
"1 am re turned  unto Zion, and w i l l  dwell i n  t h e  
rrridst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem s h a l l  be c a l l e d  
a c i t y  s f  t r u t h ,  Behold, I w i l l  save my p e o p l e  
from t h e  east country,  and from the w e s t  country; 
and I w i l l  b r i ng  them and they s h a l l  d w e l l  i n  the  
midst  of Jer~~salern,~ Later the p-sophet s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t ies  $exbasalkern w i t h  the  coming Messiah: "Behobd, 
thy  King c o m e t h  unto thee: he is j u s t ,  and having 
s a l v a t i o n ;  lowly, and r i d i n  upon an a s s ,  and upon 
a c o l t  t h e  f o a l  of an ass, t f 8  

These prophecies sf the  Old TesEament were f u l -  
filled, John% Gospel speaks of J e sus '  minis t ry  i n  
Judea anad around Jerusalem, H e  came t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  
Law and t he  Prophets ,  na t  t o  des t roy  them, Je sus  
sfeen how the  ceremonies and t h e  r i t u a l s  
csmxanded by God pointed t o  H i m  l i k e  shadows, A t  
the  f e a s t  of Tabernacles ,  when t h e  water  was brought 
frsz~i t h e  p s ~ %  of Siloam t o  t h e  T e q l e ,  J e sus  s t sod  
up and c r i e d  out :  P'If any man t h i r s t ,  l e t  him come 
unto m e ,  and drinkv'  ((Jakn 7:37),  One evening, a s  
t he  l i g h t s  of t h e  Temple c u t  t h e  darkness,  s ign i -  
fy ing  t h e  l i g h t  of God going out  t o  t h e  Gen t i l e  

8 ~ e c h a r i a h  8 : 3 ,  7-8; Zechariah 9: 9  r e spec t ive ly .  

world, J e sus  dec la re s :  "I am t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  
world" (John 8:12).9 And wi th in  twenty-four hours 
a f t e r  t h e  Passover Lamb had been k i l l e d  and ea t en ,  
J e sus  gave up H i s  o m  body on t h e  c ross  t o  bear  
t h e  s i n s  of t h e  world, A l l  t hese  shadows of t h e  
Temple pointed t o  Je sus  who was c r u c i f i e d  amid 
t h e  symbolism of Old Testament worship dur ing  i t s  
g r e a t e s t  f e s t i v a l ,  

The word of C h r i s t ' s  dea th  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  
went out  from Jerusalem i n t o  t h e  world -- from 
Spain t o  Ind ia ,  from Armenia t o  Eth iopia ,  Much 
of t h i s  spreading of t h e  Gospel was done by those  
who had been i n  Jerusalem a t  Pentecos t ,  had come 
t o  f a i t h  i n  Je sus ,  and had gone home t o  t e l l  o the r s  
about i t .  This was promised i n  t h e  Psalms: "Be- 
cause s f  they temple a t  Jerusalem s h a l l  kings b r ing  
p resen t s  unto theePP (Psalm 68: 291,  And whi le  some 
Apostles remained i n  t h e  c i t y ,  o t h e r s  l e f t  f o r  d i s -  
t a n t  lands  where fe l low Jews l i v e d ,  Furthermore, 
C h r i s t i a n  worship began i n  t h e  Temple a t  Jerusalem, 
Influenced by t h e  anc ien t  r i t e s  and ways of worship 
t h e r e ,  C h r i s t i a n s  continued those  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  
s t i l l  could have meaning f o r  them, Our order  of 
worship today a l s o  conta ins  elements of Old Testa- 
ment worship. 

This paper has sought t o  explore  some of t h e  
f a c t o r s  which had a bear ing  upon t h e  two p laces  of 
Old Testament worship i n  P a l a s t i n e .  Ce r t a in ly  God 
used t h e  geographical  and p o l i t i c a l  advantages and 
disadvantages t o  b r ing  b l e s s i n g s  and t e s t s  t o  H i s  
chosen people a t  each s i t e ,  Those who made t h e  long 
and d i f f i c u l t  t r i p  a t  t h e  appointed t i m e s  t o  worship 
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t h e  Lord continued t o  hope f o r  t h e  promised Messiah 
and t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  of God. Those who 
f a i l e d  soon re lapsed  i n t o  pagan worship and were 
l o s t .  God does not  r e q u i r e  a s i m i l a r  t e s t  of H i s  
people today. J e sus  t o l d  t h e  woman a t  t h e  we l l ,  
under t h e  shadow of Mount Gerizim where t h e  Samar- 
i t a n s  worshiped: "Woman, b e l i e v e  me, t h e  hour 
cometh, when ye  s h a l l  n e i t h e r  i n  t h i s  mountain, 
nor  y e t  a t  Jerusalem, worship t h e  Fa ther .  But t h e  
hour cometh, and now is ,  when t h e  t r u e  worshippers 
s h a l l  worship t h e  Father  i n  s p i r i t  and i n  t r u t h :  
f o r  t h e  Fa ther  seeketh  such t o  worship him" (John 
4 : 2 1 ,  231, This  i s  j u s t  one more of t h e  freedoms 
xhich Chr i s t  bas given t o  H i s  b e l i e v e r s  as p r i e s t s  
before  God, 

On a l a r g e r  scale there i s  one f u r t h e r  b l e s s ing  
which God gave H i s  people by p lac ing  them i n  the  
land of Canaan. Shi lob  and Jerusalem were s i t u a t e d  
i n  a  land b r idge  between t h r e e  con t inen t s  -- Afr ica ,  
Asia,  and Europe, Considering how t h e  Jews i n  
J e s u s P  day were s c a t t e r e d ,  Jerusalem was t h e  most 
c e n t r a l  and a c c e s s i b l e  c i t y  i n  t h e  Pe r s i an ,  Greek, 
and Roman Empires, Though P a l e s t i n e  o f t e n  became 
a ba t t leground f o r  the great na t ions ,  many o t h e r  
peoples  t r ave led  through t h e  land ,  This  gave t h e  
Children of Abraham, and l a t e r  t h e  Chr i s t i ans ,  tre- 
mendous o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  wi tness  and s h a r e  t h e  mes- 
sage of the  Messiah wi th  t h e  world, Surely i n  a l l  
t h i s  we can s e e  God's b les s ings  and p r a i s e  H i m  f o r  
H i s  great and gracious wisdom, which is beyond a l l  
human understanding,  




